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COLONIAL BILL. 
On introducing the following proposition of Mr. Tomlin- 
son, the “National Intelligencer” observes. 

“The remarks of the chairman of the commit- 
tee of commerce in the house of representatives, 
upon the opening of the debate upon the sevate’s bill for 
the regulation of intercourse with the Lritish colohies, 
enable us to present to ourreaders an accurate statement 
of the question which arose between the two houses, up- 
on which, by their disagreement upon it, the bill was de- 
feated. ‘The substance of the amendment proposed by 
the house of representatives to the senate’s bill we have 
endeavored to state before, but the exact statement of it 
now given, will make the question morcintelligible. The 
whole of the debate upon it is intended to be published 
as soon as our reporters can write it out. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—MARCH 2, 1827. 

Mr. Tomlinson having moved the consideration of the 
bill from the senate to regulate the conimercial inter- 
course between the United States and the British colo- 
nies, the third section was read in the following words: 

“Sec. 3. And be it bee énacted, That if,at any fame 
before the 31st day of December next, the president of 
the United States shall receive satisfactory evidence, that 
the prohibition to the commercial intercourse between 
vessels of the United States and the colonies and depen- 
dencies of Great Britain, mentioned in her order in coun- 
cil, of the twenty-seventh of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-six, has ceased, or been removed, 
and that no discriminating duties of tonnage, or impost, 
are imposed, or levied, within the ports enumerated in 


the first settion of this act, upon vessels wholly belong-; 


ing to citizens of the United States, or upon merchan- 
dize, the produce or manufacture thereof, imported into 
the said ports, the president is hereby authorized to is- 
sue his proclamation, declaring that the acts mentioned 
in the second section of this act, are altogether suspended 
and repealed; the said suspension and repeal to take 
place from the time of said satisfactory evidence being re- 
ceived by the president.” 

Mr. Tomlinson then proposed so to amend the bill that 
the third section should be in the form following: 

And be it further enacted, That if, at any time before 
the 31st day of December next, the president of the Uni- 
ted States shall receive satisfactory evidence that the pro- 
hibition of commercial intercourse in vessels of the Unit- 
ed States, between the said United States and the colonies 
and dependencies of Great Britain, mentioned in the Bri- 
tish order in council, of the 27th of july, 1826, has ceased 
or been removed, and that no es, 004 or other duties of ton- 
nage or impost are imposed or levied,in the ports enuine- 
rated in the first section of this act, upon vessels of the Unit- 
ed States, or upon merchandise the produce or manufac- 
ture ofthe United States, when imported into said ports, 
in vessels of the United States, than such as are, or shall 
be, levied on British vessels arriving in said ports from 
the said U. States, and their cargoes, being the prodace or 
manufacture of the said U. States, the president is hereby 
authorized to issue his proclamation, declaring that the 
acts mentioned in the second section of this act are repeal- 
ed; such repeal to take effect from the time of said satis- 
factory evidence being received by the president; and if no 
such proclamation shall be issued, on or before the said 
Sist day of December next, then, frorh and after that day, 
the aforesaid act of the eighteenth of April, 1818, and the 
aforesaid act of the fifteenth of May, 1820, shall revive and 
be in full force; and the aforesaid act of the ist of March, 
1623, as also the first section of this act, shall be repealed 
and annulled. 

Mr. Tomlinson procecded to state the substance of the 
bill, and to explain the operation and effect of the amend- 
ment. The first seetion, he said, proposed to abolish the 
discriminating duties which are imposed by our laws, on 
British vessels and their cargoes, arriving in the United 
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States from the British colonial ports, after the 31st of 
December next; the séeond suspended until that day, the 
acts of congress of the 18th of April, 1818; the 15th of 
May, 1820; and the Ist of March, 1823; and the third sec~ 
tion authorized the president to issue his proclamation, 
declaring that the acts suspended by the second section 
are repealed, if he should, at any time before the 31st of 
December next, receive satisfactory evidence that prohi- 
bition of commercial intercourse, by the British order in 
council Of July last, had eeased, and that no dis¢riminst- 
ing duties of tonuage or hnpost are imposed in the ports 
enumerated in the first section of the bill, bn the vessels 
or produce of the United States arriving ih such parts. 
If, therefore, the bill from the senate should become a 
law, and no arrangement should be ma&dt. between the 
two governments before the 31st of Decembe7 next, Bri- 
tish vessels would, after that time, be admitted into the 
United States, from the British colons; payihg no diseri- 
minating dutics whatever, either on their tonnage or cat- 
goes, while vessels of the U. States would be absolutely 
excluded from the British West Indies, and all the other 
colonies named in the order in council, except the conti- 
nental colonies in North America; and iti the ports of the 
latter colonies, American vessels would be required to 
pay on their tonhage and cargoes, the discriminating du- 
ties which had been continued by that order. Such a state 
of the trade would result from the passage of the bill; un- 
Jess some measure should be adopted by our government 
to prevent it, before or at the period mentioned. 

ln the meantime, the act of 1823 being suspended by 
the second section of the act before the house, British 
vessels would not only enter our ports rectly from the 
British eolonics, but would be allowed to depart thence, 
laden with our produce, to ahy part of the world. They 
might even clear directly for Gaba, or any other West 
India island, or clearing for the British colonies, being im 
consequence of the suspension of that act, no longer oblir 
ged to give botids to land their cargoes in a British colo- 
nial port, they might engage in carrying, as they would 
be allowed to ecatry, cur own produce to any market. 

Now, sir, said Mr. T. is it not apparent to every mint, 
and can it be denied or doubted, that this state of the 
commercial intereourse betweefh the British colonies and 
the U. States, will be decidedly disadvantageots to our tin- 
vigation, besides placing this nation before the world, in the 
attitude of humiliation’ ‘To periit it, would be to abandon 
entirely the growad which this country had uniformly 
méintdined, in its commercial relations ahd intercourse 
with all nations. It would be a departure from the prin« 
ciples which had governed our councils from the organi- 
zation of our government. For himself he was free to 
say that he would not yield his assent to a measure which 
mvolved stich consetjuences, Sueh a state of things 
ought not exist. In his opinion, a due regard to the ho- 
nor of the country forbade it. The rights and Honor of 
the nation he would maintain. However anxious he 
might be that the two governments should make a 
friendly and satisfactory arrangement, in respect to 
a subject which had so long been jin negotiation, he 
was, by no means, prepared t6 give his consent to an act, 
which, in the event of no arvangement being made, would 
leave British shipping in possession of the whole trade 
with the British West indies, and give to ita most manifest 
advantage, in the continental ports, while it left our own 
navigation, pressed by all the cmbarrassments and restric- 
tions to which it was now subjected by British laws, If 
this bill should become a law, -he thought its tendency 
would be to procrastinate, rather than to facilitate an ar- 
rangement between the two governments 

He was itterly opposed to the adoption of any mea- 
sure, which did not establish an ultimate exclusion from 
our ports, of British ships coming from the ev ‘onies, in 
case Great Britain sbould continue the provi 
order in council. If that oréey should not by 
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deemed an interdict of all intercourse with the British co- 
lonies indispensable, and he entertained the decided opi- 
nion, that the interdict ought now to be established by con- 
gress, to take effect after a reasonable time. The want 
of such an interdict constituted the chief defect of the bill 
under consideration, and with him, an insuperable ob- 
jection to it. 7 

Mr. T. said he should have preferred the 30th of Sep- 
tember next, as the period when the prohibition of the 
colonial intereourse proposed by the amendment should 
take effeet, the former acts, on the same subject, having 
gone into operation on the 30th Sept. next following their 
passage; but he was not disposed to insist on that day, and 
was willing, for the purpose of effecting the passage of a 
proper act which he deemed important, to extend the pe- 
riod to the 31st of December next. In this opinion he 
understood the committee on commerce to concur. A 
full'and fair opportunity would thereby be afforded to set- 
tle, by. negotiation, a perplexing and difficult question, af- 
feeting important interests. 

The interdict of the order in council took effect in less 
than four months after the promulgation of the order, but 
we, by this amendment, do not propose an interdict until 
the lapse of ten months, although the British interdiet 
has been in operation sinee last December. ‘This certain- 
ly was liberal, perhaps too liberal; but it would manifest 
a friendly spirit, as well as a spirit of forbearance on the 
part of this government. It will, however, give the Bri- 
tish government distinctly to understand, what is our pur- 
pose on the happening of an event which we wish to avoid. 
He would not leave the matter in a state of uncertainty, 
which might, and probably would induee the British go- 
yernment to speculate on our ultimate measure. It was 
due to frankness, that the measure by which we mean to 
abide be now fixed. 

‘Vhe measure certainly could not be justly offensive to 
Great Britain. She had no right to except to it, having 
herself led the way, It was not a threat, but a measure 
of protection, on our part. 

In order to effect the interdict which the committee on 
corameree considered expedient, the amendment he had 
ofiered, proposed to revive the acts of the 18th April, 
1818, and of the 15th of May, 1820, which constituted 
the interdiction deemed proper by congress at that time, 
under cireumsiances like the present. ‘he measure now 
proposesl had been tested by experience, and found ef- 
fectual. It had onee induced Great Britain to open her 
colonial ports to our navigation, and would probably be 
again followed bya like result. It wasthe safer mode, be- 
exnee it had been tricd. ‘The construction of those acts 
had been settled, and was well understood. He, there- 
tore, was willing to substitute the system established by 
those acts for the interdict origmally proposed by the 
committee on commerce. It was co-extensive with the 
order in couneil, and met, and would, he hoped thwart, 
the object of it. 

The amendment provides, also, that the act of March 
Ist, 1823, shall be repealed on the Sist ot December 
next, aud thus will take away that obstacle to negotiation. 
Mr. T. said he felt fully satislied that no measure of less 
rigor than that proposed in the amendment, ought to be 
adopted ; but with that alteration ol the bill, he should give 
it his support. Unless the prineiple of the amendment 
should be incorporated into the bill in some iorm, it was 
to him very objectionable, and, in his opinion, it ought 
not to be passed. : 

He said, he had proposed in the amendment, certain mo- 
difications of the section of the bill from the senate under 
consideration, which were intended, by a change of the 
phraseology. to remove an ambiguity that was apparent 
ona slight examination of it, and to make the section 
clear and explicit. As the section stood, it might lead to 
difieulty, in case it shouid become necessary to carry it 
into effect. He submitted the amendment to the house, 
in the hope that it would be approved. 

After Mr. ‘tomlinson concluded his remarks, 

Mr. Forsyth rose to state w hat he understood to 
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main as it now is, until the 31st of December next; suse 
pends the acts of 1818, 1820, and 1823, except in regard 
to the discriminating duties, until that time; after the 31st 
of December the discriminating duties are abolished, but 
the acts of 1818, 1820, and 1823, will stand as they now 
do, and if, in the mean time, no arrangement is made, 
the president must, according to the provision of the act 
of 1823, issue his proclamation announcing the existence 
of the fact, upon which the acts of 1818 and 1820 are im- 
mediately in foree. The bill of the committee of com- 
merce of the house interdicts all intercourse after the 
30th of September, unless one of two propositions offer- 
ed to Great Britain by the bill is accepted before that 
day. In the mean time the trade remains as itis. Af- 
ter that time, if no arrangement is made, there is inter- 
dict of all intercourse. The difference between the two 
propositions is, as to time, between the 30th of Septem- 
ber and the 31st of December. Our bill proposes ex- 
press terms on which alone the trade can be restored to 
its former state. The other leaves the whole matter 
open to negotiation. Both are founded on a belief that 
the British government is disposed to make a fair arrange 
ment. ‘The proposition of the senate is preferable, as it 
gives more time, and leaves the whole subject to negotia- 
tion, unembarrassed by legislative propositions. The 
gentleman now proposes, as an amendment to the se- 
nate’s bill, to revive the acts of 1818 and 1820, and to re- 
peal the act of 1823, after the 31st of December, leaving 
the trade just as it would stand under the bill, until that 
time. ‘The proposed amendment is unnecessarily involv- 
ed. The acts of 1818 and 1820 being suspended by the 
act of 1823, will revive whenever the act of 1823 is re- 
pealed. The proposition is, therefore, simply to repeal 
on the 31st day of December the act of 1823, the trade 
being, in the meantime, in the same condition as it will 
be if the senate’s bill should become a law. The value 
of the proposed amendment would be perceptible by con- 
sidering the relative condition in whieh the trade would 
stand on the 31st of December, supposing that no satis- 
factory arrangement is made in the interim, under the 
bill of the senate, as it is, and as it would be, if the 
amendment should be adopted. On the 31st of Decem- 
ber, under the senate’s bill, all the acts of 1818, 1820, 
and 1823, will stand as they now do, save only that the 
discriminating duties will be repealed. The president 
must issue his proclamation under the act of 1823, and 
the acts of 1818 and 1820 interdicting intercourse will be 
enforced. Under the bill as proposed to be amended, 
the act of 1823, which suspends the acts 1818 and 1820, 
being repealed, the acts of 1818 and 1820 are enforced 
without a proclamation. The whole difference then is 
between an interdict preceded by a proclamation of the 
president and an interdict without a proclamation. En- 
tertaining, as he did, the belief that the act of 1823 did 
not vest a discretion in the president to withhold the pro- 
clamation after the fact contemplated by the act oceurred, 
Mr. I’. could not see the policy of touching the senate’s 
bill. He submatted to the honorable chairman of the 
committee of commeree, and to the gentlemen who 
thought with him, whether it would not be better at once 
to adopt the bill of the senate, and put an end to the ques- 
tion. Were he even incorrect in that opinion, as the pre- 
sident would have the power, under the act of 1823, to 
issue the proclamation, Mr. Forsyth presumed gentle» 
men would be willing to rely upon the firmness of the 
chicf magistrate to do that which they seemed to believe 
the public interest would require. Mr. F. could not un- 
derstand why the proposed amendment was urged as less 
humiliating than the senate’s bill, or in what respect it 
produeed any alteration in the trade between this and the 
if he was incorrect in his views of the 


ledge the error, when it should be poiated out to him. 
=r.77 In consequence of some remarks in the Baltimore 

‘¢\meriean,” gen. Smith, one of the senators of the Uni- 

ted States from Maryland, and the father of the amended 


he the differenee between the bill from the senate and | bill which passed the senate, addressed the following note 
the bill reported by the conmitice of eommeree of the | to the editors, which was published im their paper of the 
house, and the effect which would be produced on the | 15th inst.—as follows: 


bill of the sengete Le the on ndment just proposed b 
the renticman irom Connecticut, (My. 
bill from the senate proposcs to suflcr tue adg t 
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Timiinson). The | have given, what you say was 
» re~| the bill which passed the scnate with only ¢en dissenticnt 


Messrs. Editors: In your paper of this mornmg, you 
Mr. Uemlinson’s views ot 
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votes, relative to the colonial trade. You will excuse me, 
when I say, that it is searcely possible that a gentleman 
of Mr. Tomlinson’s good sense could have taken such a 
view of the bill. You inake him say, that “should the 
. bill from the senate become a law, and should no arrange- 
ment have been concluded before the 31st day of De- 
cember next, British vessels would, after that time, be 
admitted into the ports of the United States from 
the British colonies, paying no discriminating duties 
whatever, either on their tonnage or cargo; while Ame- 
rican vessels were absolutely excluded trom the British 
West Indies, &e. &e. &e.”? Now what is the fact? That 
the bill from the senate interdicted the British colonial 
trade by sea, by land, or inland navigation, from and after 
the 41st day of December. It completely puta stop to all 
intercourse with all the British colonies after that day, 
and actually continued the discriminating duties on Bri- 
tish tonnage, or their cargoes, until that day—as I shall 
show. Ihave the bill before me: 

The first section proposes to Great Britain the same 
terms exactly, as she had proposed to the United States in 
her act of parliament of the 5th July. 1825. The second 
section suspends the operation of the acts of congress of 
1818, 1820, and 1823, until the 3lst day of December, 
“except so much thereof as imposes discriminating duties 
on the tonnage of foreign vessels or their cargoes.” Ot 
course those duties would still have been paid by British 
colonial vessels until the 31st December; and as those acts 
of congress were only suspended until that day, they 
would of course, have been in full force again, on the Lst 
day of January. The act of 1823 would, as I haye said 
have been in force, and that act excludes, completely, all 
trade of every description with the British colonies. Had 
any of their vessels arrived in the ports of the United 
States after the 3ist December, they and their cargoes 
were liable to confiscation. 

The third section was perfectly agreeable to both 
branches. The house amended it by simply changing some 
few words, which they thought more clear, with which 
the senate were satisfied—but it added words which were 
not acceptable to the senate, and perhaps were not un- 
derstood by some who voted for them. ‘The senate re- 
jected them, and the bill was thus lost. What was the 
import of those words? They repealed forever the act 
of 1823, and retained the acts of 1818 and 1820. What 
would have been the consequence? The act of 1823 in- 
terdicts ail trade between the colonies of Great Britain, 
by land as well as by sea; and that act was, by the amend- 
ment, to be completely repealed. 

The acts of 1818 and 1820 were to be continued in force. 
Those acts only interdicted the colonial trade by sea,— 
Had the senate concurred in the amendment, then the 
trade with both the Canadas and Nova Seotia, would have 
been completely open by land, and inland navigation, 
ace conforming to, and doing exactly that which the 

ritish order in council, of July last, had authorized.— 
That order kept open the trade to her North American 
colonies, and the amendment was entirély to the wishes 
of Great Britdin. Had the senate been so weak as to 
have concarred in the amendment from the house of re- 
presentatives, fhen Ohio, New York, Vermont and Maine, 
would have had an open market for all their commodities, 
and would have supplied a sufficiency for the West Indies, 
whilst all the other states would have been cut off from 
all intercourse with the colonies: for they could have none, 
except by sea, had the amendment suceecded. Those 
favored states, and perhaps others, would have refused, at 
the next session, a general interdict, and that one part of 
the union would have had advantages which could not 
have failed to have caused great dissatisfaction among all 
the others, S. SMIT:. 
12th March, 1837. _ 

_ BI #The observations of the general are thus noticed 
in the ‘*National Intelligencer” of the 15th. 

_ «Messrs. Gales & Seaton: General Smith having pub- 
lished in a Baltimore paper some observations on Mr. 
omlinson’s remarks, in the house, on the colonial dill, 
as it went from the senate,-and Mr. I‘omlinson haying 
left the city, a friend of his takes the liberty of asking 
you to publish a paragraph or two by way of answer to 
those observations. ‘The general thinks the editors :ust 
have misunderstood or misrepeesented Mr. Tomlinson. 

“In your paper of this morning,” says he to the editor 
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of the Baltimore paper, “‘you have given what you say 
was Mr. Tomlinson’s view ot the bill which passed the 
senate, with only ten dissenting votes, relative to the o~ 
lonial trade. You will excuse me when f say that it is 
scarcely possible that a gentleman of Mr. Tomiinson’s 
good sense could have taken such a view of the bill. You 
will make him say that, should the bill from the senate 
become a law, and should no arrangement have beert 
conchided before fhe 3ist day of Deeember next, 
British vessel$ would, aiter that tie, be admitted inta 
the ports of the United States from the British colonies, 
paying no discriminating duties whatever, either on their 
tonnage or cargoes; while American vessels were abso- 
lutely excluded from the British West Indies,” Xe. 

Now, agreeing with general Sinith, that Mr. Tomlin 
son is amun of very good sense, 1 would still remark, 
that there is no sort of doubt that he did ase the precise 
words, or at least expressed the precise opinion here im~ 
po to him; and in this opinion he was not singular. If 

e were in an error, in this respect, It was an error com 
mon to a great majority of the house of representatives, 
and I believe, indeed, to every gentleman who, in that 
house, took part in the debate. It was an error into 
which Mr. Carbreleng fell; it was an error, which ne 
ther Mr, Forsyth, Mr. Archer, nor any other gentlematis 
as far as I remember, who were for the senate’s bill, 
pointed out or exposed. With great deferenee to gen. 
Smith, Messrs. Editors, I humbly submit that it is no ers 
or at all, Mr. omlinson’s words express, with entire 
accuracy, the state of things, as it would have existed on the 
first day of January next, if the senate’s bill had passed. 

Gen. Smith says ‘‘the bill from the senate interdiceted 
the British colonial trade by sea, by land, or inland havi« 
gation, from and after the 3ist day of December. It com- 
pletely put a stop to all intercourse with all the British 
colonies, after that day,” &e. 

Lither gen. Smith, or the writer of these paragraphs, is 
greatly and strangely mistaken in the legal effect and ope- 
ration of the senate’s bill. I find no interdict in it what 
ever. It prohibited nothing; at least it prohibited nothing 
to Great Britain. The only effectual prodibinon it eon- 
tained, was a prohibition on the presilent, pecventing him 
from issuing a proclamation, excluding British vessel 
from our ports, before the 31st of December hext; an 
aiter that day it left the whole trade open to the British, 
free of alien duties, until the president should issue his 
proclamation, or some other law should be passed on the 
subject. 

Here, Messrs. Editors, appears to me—I speak it witli- 
out discourtesy—to be general Smith’s mistake, as to the 
operation of his own bill, im connexion with other laws, 
He seems to think, that if his bill had passed, the acts of 
1818 and 1820 would, of cvurse, have been in full opera 
tion, after the 3lst of December. But this is, with sub- 
ruission, an entire error. These laws are suspended, by 
the aet of 1823; whenever that att lives, or revives, they 
are dead. Now, by the general’s bill, that act would re 
vive, and be in full force, on the 1st day of January nexty 
and consequently, it would have its ordinary and necessa+ 
ry effect of suspending agam the laws of 1818 and 1820. 
Any one will see, I think, that this must be the inevitable 
operation, who will take the trouble to read carefully the 
three laws, together with general Smith’s proposed bill, 
This necessary resnit to the measure was stated over and 
over, and over again, in the house of representatives, and 
was fully urged, as f have understood, at the conference. 
The editors, therefore, have not mistaken Mr. Tomlins 
son, nor was he forsaken of his characteristie good sense, 
when he deseribed, in Ue language imputed to hun, the 
character and operation of the senate’s bill. 

Gen. Smith says, as already stated; ‘that the settate’s 
bill completely puts a step to intercourse with the British 
colonies, after the 31st of Deeember.”? , 

As the general has, as he says, the bill before him, will 
he be kind enongh to point out how it thus completely 
puts a stop to this intercourse, after that time. It cannct, 
as [ have already said, effect this objeet, by giving force, 
atter that tine, to the laws of 1818 and 1820, because it 
does not in fact give force to these laws. It suspends, till 
Dece:mber, the law of 1423; after December, then, that 
law would be in force; now, the very first section of that 
lavr is in these words: ‘‘ Be it enucted, &c. that, from and 
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second, and third sections of the “act concerning naviga- 
tion,” approved on the 18th April, 1818, and the ‘‘act 
supplementary to an act concerning navigation,”” approv- 
ed May 15, 1820, shall be, and the same are hereby, sus- 
panied during the continuance of this act,” &c. 

The general’s bill, therefore, revives, after December, 
an act which declares, that so long as that act itself exists, 
the laws of 1818 and 1820 are suspended, and of no force. 
By reviving the law of 1823, the general’s bill thus com- 
pletely suspended and annulled the acts of 1818 and 1820; 
and of this i would now seem that gen. Smith was not all 
aware. 

Gen. Smith says, it will be observed that“the bill from 
the senate interdicted the British colonial trade by sea, by 
Jand, or inland navigation, from and atter the 31st of Dec.” 

I should be very glad to be informed how this inierdic- 
tion was effected by the bill. Even if general Smith was 
right, as | have aimed to shew he was not, in supposing 
that the acts of 1818 and £820, would, of cowrse, revive 
and be in force, after December, he would very much 
oblige many by shewing how the trade by /and or inland 
navigation, would be stopped by those acts, or any of 
them, or by his bill. 

“The act of 1883,” says the gencral, “excludes com- 

letely all trade of every deseription, with the British co- 
onies, ”? { 

With great submission, I beg to say, the act of 1823 
does no such thing. It was an act for opening the trade, 
not for shutting it. Will the general have the goodness 
to say what section of the act of 1823 contains the provi- 
sion he alludes to? As to the acts of 1818 and 1820, they 
‘were expressly limited to intercourse by sea. 

The act of 1823 suspends those acts, but it contains no 
interdict whatever of its own. It opens the trade, because 
the British had opened it; and it gives the president the 
power of closing it when the British shall close it; and the 
president waz to close it by putting the aets of 1918 and 
1920, again in foree. But those acts applied only to in- 
tercourse by sea. It is quite past my comprchension, 
therefore, how any one can entertain the opinion that the 
act of 1823 excluded all trade of every deseription with 
the British colonies. There is one argument which per- 
haps may suffice to satisfy general Sinith himself of his 
error in thisrespect. {t isthis: “Vhe act of 1823 is at thi. 
moment in complete operation; does it, I ask, “exelnde 
completely alltrade of every deseription with the British 
eolonies*” If gencral Smith can answer this question 


affirmatively, his view of this matter is right; if he cannot, 
it is wrong: We all kmew that the trade is now open to 
British vessels, and open to them exclusively; and we 
© president were to-morrow to is- 
sue his proclamation, and revive the laws of 1818 and 
1820, the effect would only be to stop the intercourse by 


know further, that if 


sea; leaving the inland intercourse entirely unaffected. 


There are sundry other remarks, Messrs. Editors, im 
the general’s communvation, on the legal effeet and ope- 
ration of his bill, which are wide, indecd, from the inter- 
pretation which the writer of tis article, and others, have 
But they are all absorbed in that one great 
error, of supposing that, if the bill had passed, all inter-- 
eourse with the colonies, (if there had been no arrange- 
ment), would have been stopped, of ssurse, after Decem- 
ber. It never would have been stopped, till axother law 
Another great error, 
. (1 aaust use the word trom necessity), is in supposing thet 

even if intercourse generally had ceased, izland trade 


put.upon it. 


or a proclamation iad stopped it. 


would have ceased also. 


As general Smith has now explained himself, it is quite 
clear and manifest, that the amendment proposed in the 
house was indispensable to the acconzplishment of his own 
He wished the intercourse to close, of course, — 


aoject ; 


aud by operation of law, (if no arrangements were previ- 
His own bill } 
The amendment of 
. fassembled, 


- ously madc), on the Sfst of December. 
world not produce ihut effect. 


he house enabled # to accomplish that precise purpose 


By the president of the United States, 
: PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas, by the sixth section of an act of congress 
entitled ‘An act to regulate the eommercial intercourse 
between the United States and certain British colonial 
ports,” which was approved on the first day of March, 
in the year of our Lord 1823, it is enacted ‘that this act, 
unless repealed, altered or amended, by congress, shall 
be and continue im force so long as the above enumerated 
British colonial ports shall be open to the admission 
of the vessels of the United States, conformably to the 
provisions of the British act of parliament, of the twen- 
- Rigenetog of June last, being the forty-fourth chapter of 
the acts of the third year of George the fourth: But if 
at any time the trace and intercourse between the Unit- 
ed States and all or any of the above enumerated British 
colonial ports, authorized by the said act of partiament, 
should be prohibited by a British order in council, or by 
act of parliament, then, from the day of the date of such 
order in council, or act of parliament, or from the time 
that the same shall commence to be in foree, proclama- 
tion to that effect having been made by the president of 
the United States, each and every provision of this act, so 
far as the same shall apply to the intercourse between 
the United States and the abore enumerated British colo- 
nial ports, in British vesels, shall cease to operate in their 
favor; and each and every provision of the ‘‘Act con- 
ecrning navigation,’ eptnered on the eighteenth of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, and of the act 
supplementary thereto, approved on the fifteenth of May, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty, shall revive and 
be in full foree, 

And whereas, by an act of the British parliament, 





whieh passed on the fifth day of July, in the year of our 
| Lord: 1823, entitled ‘*An act to repeal the several laws 
relating to the customs,” the said act of parliament of the 
/23th of dune, 1822, was repealed; and by another act of 
|the Briush parliament, passed on the fifth day of July, in 
the year of our Lord 1825, in the sixth year of the reign 
‘of George the fourth, entitled ‘‘An act to regulate the 
trade of the British possessions abroad,” and by an order 
of his Britannic majesty in council, bearing date the 27th 
; of July, 1826, the trade and intercourse authorized by the 
{aforesaid act of parliamant, of the 24th of June, 1822, 

ihetween the United States and the greater part of the 

saul British colonial ports therein enumerated, have becn 

| prohibited upon and trom the first day of December last 
| past, and the contingency has thereby arisen on which the 
president of the United States was authorized by the 
| sixth section aforesaid of the act of congress of Ist March, 

1§23, to issue a proclamation to the effect therein men- 
tioned: 

Now, therefore, 1, John Quincy Adams, president of 
}the United States of America, do hereby declare and 
proclaim that the trade and intercourse authrorized by 
tthe said act of parliament of the 24th of June, 1822, be- 
tween the United States and the British colonial ports 
enumerated in the aforesaid act of congress of the Ist ot 
Mareh, 1823, have been, and are, upon and from the Ist 
day of December, 1826, by the aforesaid two several 
acts of parliament, of the 5th of July, 1825, and by the 
aforesaid British order im council of the 27th day ot July 
1826, prohibited. 

Given under my hand, at the city of Washington, this 
i7th day of Mareh, in the year of our Lord 1827, 
and the fifty-first of the independence of the United 


States. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 





— 


By the president: 
Ht. Ciay, secretary of state. 


” 


An act concerning navigation, 
See. 1. Be it enacted by the senate and house of repre- 
sentuiives of the United States of America, in congress 
That from and after the thirtieth of Septem- 


In reiveting the bill, therefore, beeause the house had so ber wext, the ports of the United shall be and remain 
amended it, he rejected it because it had been made eapa- telosed against every vesscl owned wholly or in part by 2 


ble of producing an end, which he desired to prodvec by 


it, but whueh, without amendent, it was incapable of | viving fiom amy port or place ina colony or territory oc! 


producing. 


»Asto the inland, or Canada trade, the amendment of the 


house did not affect it, onc way or the other. 
el member of the house of representatives. 


his Britannic majesty, that is, or shal? be, by the ordinary 
laws ef navigation and trade, closed against vessels own- 
red by citizens of the United States; and such vessel, that, 
{in the course of the voyage, shall have touched af, of 





subject or subjects of his Britannic majesty, coming or ar-, 
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cleared out from, any pert or place in a colony or territo- 
ry of Great Britain, which shall, or may be, by the ordi- 
vary laws of navigation and trade aforesaid, open to ves- 
sels owned by citizens of the United States, shall, never- 
theless, be deemed to have come from the port or place 
in the colony or territory of Great Britain, closed as afore- 
said, against vessels owned by citizens of the United 
States, from which such vessel cleared out and sailed 
before touching at, and clearing out from, an intermediate 
and epen port or place as aforesaid; and every such ves- 
sel, so excluded from the ports of the United States, that 
shall enter, or attempt to enter, the same, in violation of 
this act, shall with her tackle, apparel and furniture, to- 
gether with the cargo on board such vessel, be forfeited 
to the United States. ‘ 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, from and af- 
ter the aforesaid thirtieth of September next, the owner, 
consignee, or agent of every vessel owned wholly or in 
part by a subject or subjects of his Britannic majesty, 
which shall have been duly entered in any port of the 
United States, and on board of which shall have been 
there laden for exportation, any article or articles, of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of the United States, 
other than provisions and sea stores necessary for the voy- 
age, shall, before such vessel shall have been cleared out- 
ward at the custom-house, give bond, in a su:n double 
the value of such articles, with one or more sureties, to 
the satisfaction of the collector, that the article, or arti- 
eles so laden on board such vessel for exportation, shall 
be landed in some port or place other than a port or place 
in a colony or territory of his Britannic majcsty, which, 
by the ordinary laws of navigation and trade, is closed 
against vessels owned by citizens of the United states; and 
any such vessel that shall sail, or attc:mpt to sail, from any 
port of the United States, without having complied with 
the provisions aforesaid, by giving bond as aforesaid, shall 
with her tackle, apparel] and farniture, together with the 
article or articles aforessit luden on board the same as 
aforesaid, be forteited to the Unite! States: Previded al- 
ways, That nothing in this act contained shall be so 
deemed or construed, so as io violate any provision of the 
convention to regulate coinineree between the territories 
of the United States and of his %Sritannic majesty, signed 
the third day of July, one thousand cight hundred and 
fiteen. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the form of 
the bond aforesaid shall be prescribed by the secretary ot 
the department of the treasury; and the same shall and 
may be discharged, and not otherwise, by prodacing. 
within one year aiter the date thereof, a like ecriificate to 
that required by and under the regulations contained m 
the eighty-first section, of the ct ‘to regulate the collee- 
tion of duties on imports,” passed the second day of 
March, seventeen hundred and ninety-nine, that the ar- 
ticles of the growth, produce and manufacture, of the 
United States, laden as aforesaid, were unladen and landed 
conformably to the provisions of this aet, or, in cases of 
loss by sea, by capture, or other unavoidable accident, by 
the production of such other proofs as the nature of’ the 
case will admit, according to the provisions of the said 
eighty-first section of the act aforesaid. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all penalties 
and forfeitures incurred by foree of this act, shail be sued 
for, recovered, distributed, and accounted for, and may 
be mitigated and remitted, in the manner, and according 
to the provisions of the revenue laws of the United States. 

H. CLAY, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
JOHN GAILLARD, 
President of the senate pro. tem. 

Washington, April 18, 1818—approved: 

JAMES MONROE, 
AN ACT supplementary to an act, entitled “An act con- 
cerniug navigation.” 

Src. 1. Be it enacted by the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America. in congress 
assembled, That, from and after the thirtieth day of Sep- 
tember next, the ports of the United States shall be and 
remain closed against every vessel owned, wholly, or in 
part, by a subject or subjects of his Britannic majesty, 
coming, or arriving by sea, from any port or place m the 
province of Lower Canada, or coming or arriving from any 





port or place in the province of New-Brunswick, the pro- 
vince of Nova-Scotia, the islands of Newfoundland, St 
Johns, or Cape Breton, or the dependencies of aay of 
them, the islands of Bermuda, the Bahama islands, the 
islands called Caicos, or the dependencies of any of them, 
or from any other port or place in any island, colony, ter- 
ritory, or possession, under the dominion of Great Bri- 
tain, in the West Indies or on the continent of America, 
south of the southern boundary of the United States, and not 
included within the act to which this act is supplementa- 
ry. And every such vessel, so excluded from the ports 
of the United States, that shall enier, or attempt to enter, 
the same, in violation of this act, shall, with Sar tackle, 
apparel, and furniture, together with the cargo on board 
such vessel, be forfeited to the United States. 


Sec. 2. .2nd be it further enacted, That, from and after 
the thirtieth day of September next, the owner, consignee, 
or agent, of every vessel owned, wholly or in part, by a 
subject or subjects of his Britannic majesty, which shai 
have been duly entered in any port of the United States, 
and on board of which shall have been there laden, for ex~ 
portation, any article or articles of the growth, produce, 
or manufacture of the United States, other than provisions 
and sea-stores, necessary for the voyage, shall, before 
such vessel shall have been cleared outward at the cus- 
tomhouse, give bond, in a sum double the value of such 
article or articles, with one or more sureties, to the satis- 
faction of the collecter, that the article or articles so laden 
on board such vessel, for exportation, shall be landed.in 
some port or place other than a port or place in any pro- 
vince, island, colony, territory, or possession, belonging to 
his Britannic majesty, that is mentioned or deseribed in . 
this act, or in the act to which this act is supplementary, 
And every such vessel that shall sail, or attempt to sail, 
from any port of the United States, without having com~ 
plied with the provisions aforesaid, by giving bond as 
aforesaid, shall, with her tackle, apparel, and furniture, 
together with the article or articles aforesaid, laden on 
board the same as aforesaid, be forfeited to the United 
States: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be 
deemed or construed so as to violate any provision of the 
convention to regulate commerce between the territo- 
ries of the United States and of his Britannic majesty, 
signed the third day of July, one thousand eight hundred 


and fifteen. 


Sze. 3. And be it further enacted, That, from and after 
the thirtieth day of September next, no goods, wares, or 
merchandise, shall be imported into the United States of 
America, from the province of Nova-Scotia, the province 
of New-Brunswiek, the islands of Cape Breton, St. Johns, 
Newfoundland, or their respective dependencies, from the 
Bermuda islands, the Bahama islands, the islands called 
Caicos, or either or any of the aforesaid possessions, 
islands, or places, or from any other province, posses- 
sion, plantation, island, or place, under the dominion of 
Great Britain, in the West Indies or on the continent of 
America, south of the southern boundaries of the United 
States, except only such poods, wares, and merchandise, 
as are truly and whoily of the growth, produce, or manu- 
facture, of the province, colony, plantation, island, pos- 
session, or place, aforesaid, where the same shall be 
laden, and from whence sueh goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise, shall be directly imported into the United States; 
and all goods, wares, and merchandise, imported, or at- 
tempted to be imported, into the United States of Ame- 
rica, contrary to the provisions of this act, together with 
the vessel on board of which the same shaH be laden, her 
tackle, apparel and furniture, shall be forfeited to the 
United States. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That the form of the 
bond aforesaid shall be prescribed, and the same shall be 
discharged, and all penalties and forfeitures incurred un- 
der this act shall be sued for, recovered, distributed, and 
accounted for, and the same may be mitigated, or remit» 
ted, in the manner, and according to the provisions, of tht 
act to which this act is supplementary. 

H. CLAY, 
Speaker of the house of VORRTT ee 
JOHN GAILLARD, 
kom of the — pro tem. 
Washingto ay 15, 1820—approved: 
——oe JAMES MONROE. 
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Bt} The ‘‘National Journal,” on publishing the pre- 
say § proclamation, observes— 

“‘The law, it should seem, does not authorize the pre- 
sident to issue his proclamation to take effect prospec- 
tively: but such steps will of course be taken by the exe- 
cutive as candor and equity require, in regard to’ such 
vessels as 4re now in port, or may arrive in the U. States 
without having received previous knowledge of the presi- 
sidents proclamation. 

“We certainly could have wished that congress should 
so have left this matter as that the British government 
might have seen distinctly and in the form of law, the terms 
on which the United States were willing to open the colonial 
trade to both parties, and had full time for the conside- 
ration of those terms. As congress, however, saw fit to 
pass no new law, it has only remained for the executive 
to carry into execution such laws as do exist, according 
to its sense of duty. The contingency provided for by 
existing laws has. happened, and congress having risen 
without altering those laws -nothing has remained to the 
executive but to give effect to those laws, in conformity 
with their requirement.” 

We have a strong desire to publish the speeches of Mr. 
Johnston, of Louisiana, and gen. Snuth, of Maryjand, on 
the ‘‘colopial bill,” and shall endeavour to gvatily it, that 
the people may fully understand the subject.* ‘The fol- 
towing brief notices of those speeches, as we find them 
quoted in the ‘‘National Intelligencer,” are much to the 

oint—we have left out the remarks of the editors, but 

ollowed their italics. 

General Smith says, in speaking of he proceedings at 
the session preceding the last, ‘‘l took my own course, 
and moved that the report of the committee on com- 
merece should be recommitted, with instructions, and | 
succeeded by a large majority of the senate. It was sent 
to the committee on finance, andI reported abill, which 
would have passed but for want of time. It was not re- 
jected, as Mr, Canning has stated.” Again, thé venera- 
ble senator says: “The terms offered were liberal. We 
all addmitted that they were so; that we were perfectly 
satisfied with them. And why then did we not except 
them? I have already answered that question: because 
congress had not time to act.” And again, speaking of 
the bill at the session before the last, he says; “Thata 
majority of the senate was in its favor, 1 do know, and 
that it would have passed 7f we had had time.” 

Mr. Johnston says, “At the last session, a memorial, 
praying the removal of the discrimmating duty, was 
referred to the committee of commerce, who made a re- 

ort declining legislation, because it was a proper subject 

or negotiation. A bill for that purpose wes, however, in- 
troduced, but was not acted upon for want of time.”— 
“When the gentleman from Maryland applied to the pre- 
sident and seerctary of state, they both said it might be 
repealed; they san § no objection; they did not dissuade 
him; they both told him there was no longer any difficulty in 
the adjustment of the affair with Great Britain; that the ne- 
gotiations were about to be renewed: It was a mere ques- 
tion, whether it was better to give them this in advance, or 
hold it in our hands until the negotiation. But they left 
him entirely at liberty, and he so stated, in his speech 
of jast year.” — 

CrrcvuLaR TO THE COLLECTORS. 

Treasury department, March 17th, 1827. 

Sir: I send, herewith, a copy of the president’s pro- 
clamation, dated this day, by the effect of which you 
will perceive that the trade between the United States 
and certain colonial ports of Great Britain, as opened by 
the act of congress of the 1 stof March, 1823, entitled “An 
act to regulate the commercial intercourse between the U. 
ted States and certain British colonial ports,” is closed; 
and that the provisions of the act of April the eighteenth, 
1818, entitled “An act concerning navigation,” and those 
of the act of May the fifteenth, 1820, entitled ‘‘An act 
supplementary to an get entitled An act concerning navi- 
gation,” are in force. These several acts have hereto- 
fore been transmitted to you, at periods when their pro- 
visions were in operation: but copies of them are again 
enclosed for your information and government. 


Those of Messra, H ‘ebster and Ingham, should also 


“ 


be given, 





~~ + 


_As British vessels from some of the colonial ports spe- 
cified in the first section of the act of the 1st of March, 
1823, may now be within the United States, and conse- 
quently must have arrived anterior tothe date of the pro- 
clamation, a directs that all such British ves- 
sels be allowed to depart from our ports, with their car- 
goes. As others may arrive between the date of the pro- 
clamation and the time of its reaching you, he also directs 
that as to these the forfeitures and penalties of the afore- 
said acts of April the 18th, 1818,and May the 15th, 1820, 
be not enforced; but that they too be permitted to de- 
part. And if, after you shall have received the procla- 
mation, British vessels should arrive within the ports of 
the United States from some one or more of the said Bri- 
tish eolonial ports, in ignorance of the existing prohibi- 
tion which the laws impose to their entry, the president 
further directs, that in the case of all British vessels so 
arriving, prior to the first day of July next, you cause no- 
tice to be given to them, as soon as possible, of the pro- 
hibition, aecompanied by orders for their departure with- 
in twenty-four hours, without unlading; upon their fail- 
ure to comply with which ‘orders, you wil] proceed to 
rr against them the provisions of the acts last re- 
cited, 

In ease of all British vessels arriving within our ports, 
from any ot the aforesaid British colonial ports, after the 
first of July, you will, forthwith, enforce against them the 
provisions of those acts. 

{ have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 

* RICHARD ROSH. 

oO 





, collector. 
An act to regulate the commercial mtereourse between 
the United States and certain British colonial ports. 
Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain congress as- 
sembled, ‘Chat, from and after the third day of March 
next, the first, the second, and third sections of the “Act 
concerning navigation,” approved on the eighteenth of 
85 one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, and the 
**Act supplementary to an act concerning navigation,” ap- 
proved on the fifteenth of Mey, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twenty, shall be, and the same are hereby sus- 
pended, for and during the continuance of this act, so far 
as any of the restrictions or prohibitions therein contaiii- 
ed, limit or interdict the intercourse of navigation or com- 
merce between the ports of the United States and the 
British colonial ports hereinafter mentioned, to wit: 
Kingston, in Jamaica, 
Savannah Le Mar, = do. 


Montego Bay, do, 
Santa Lucia, do. 
Antonia, do. 
Saint Ann, do. 
Falmouth, do. 
Meria, do. 


Morant bay and Anotto bay, do. 

Saint George, in Grenada, 

Roseau, in Dominica. 

Saint John’s, in Antigua, 

San Josef, in Trinidad. 

Searborough, in Tobago. 

Road Harbor, in Tortola. 

Nassau, in New Providence. 

Pitt’s town, in Crooked Island, 

Kingston, in Saint Vincent. 

Port Saint George and Port Hamilton, in Bermuda, 
Any port where there is a custom house, in Bahamas, 
Bridgetown, in Barbadoes. 

Saint John’s and Saint Andrew’s in New Brunswick, 
Halitax, in Nova Scotia. 

Quebec, in Canada. 

Saint John’s, in New Foundland, 

Georgetown, in Demarara. 

New Amsterdam, in Berbice. 

Castries, in Saint Lucia. 

Basseterre, in Saint Kitts. 

Charlestown, in Nevis. 

Plymouth, in Montserrat, 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, Thatfrom and after 
the said 3d day of March next, the ports of the United 
States shall be open to any British vessel coming directly 
from any ofthe British colonial ports above enumerated; apd 
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it shall be lawful to import in the said vessels, being navi- 
gated by a master and three-fourths, at least, of the ma- 
riners, British subjects, any articles of the growth, pro- 
duce, or manufacture, ofany of the said British colonies, 
the importation of the like articles to which, from else- 
where, is not, nor shall not be, prohibited by law, and 
which may be exported from any of the said enumerated 
British ports to the United States, on equal terms, in ves- 
sels belonging to the said States. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That, on proof being 
given to the president of the United States, satisfactory 
to him, that, upon the vessels of the United States admit- 
ted into the above enumerated British colonial ports, and 
upon any goods, wares and merchandise imported there- 
in, in the said vessels, no other, or higher duties of ton- 
nage or impost, and no other charges of any kind, are le- 
vied or exacted than upon British vessels, or upon the 
like goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the said 
colonial ports from elsewhere, it shall and may be lawful 
for the president of the United States to issue his procla- 
tion, declaring that no other or higher duty of impost or 
tonnage, and no other or higher duty or charge of any 
kind, upon any goods, wares, or merchandise, imported 
from the above enumerated British colonial ports, in Bri- 
tish vessels shall be levied or exacted in any of the ports | 
of the United States, (excepting the ports in the territory 
of Florida), than upon the vessels of the United States, 
and upon the like goods, wares, or merchandise, import- 
ed into the ports of the United States in the same: /’ro- 
vided, always, That until such proof shall be given, Bri- 
tish vessels coming from the said British colonial ports, 
and the goods, wares, and merchandise, imported in the 
same into the United States, shall continue to pay the fo- 
reign tonnage duty, and the additional duties upon goods, 
wares and merchandise, imported in foreign vessels, pre- 
scribed by the ‘‘Act to regulate the duties on imports and 


tonnege,”’ approved the 27th of April, one thousand eight | 


hundred and sixteen. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, that no articles what- 
soever, specie and bullion excepted, other than articles of 
the growth, produce, or manufacture, of the British colo- 
nies to which the said enumerated ports belong, shall be 
jmported into the United States, in British vessels, com- 
ing from any of the said enumerated ports; and that no 
articles whatsoever, being of the growth, produce, or ma- 
nufacture of the British colonies, to which the said enume- 
rated ports belong, shall be imported into the United 
States, in any British vessel, other than a vessel coming 
directly from one of the said enumerated ports, on pain 
of forfeiting all such articles, together with the ship or 
vessel in which the same shall have been imported, and 
her guns, tackle, apparel and furniture. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be law- 
ful to export from the United States, directly to any of 
the above enumerated British colonial ports, in any ves- 
sel of the United States, or in any British vessel, navigat- 
ed as by the second section of this act is prescribed, and 
having come directly from any of the above enumerated 
British colonial orts, any article of the growth, produce or 
manufacture, of the United States, or any other article le- 
gally imported therein, the exportation of which else- 
where, shall not be prohibited by law: Provided, That 
when exported in any such British vessel, before the ship- 
ment of any such articles, security, by bond, shall be giv- 
en to the U. States, in a penalty equal to half the value of 
the said artieles; such bond to be taken of the owner,con- 
signee, or agent, by the collector of the port at which the 
said British vessel shall have entered, for the due landing of 
the said article, at the port or ports, being of the British 
colonial ports herein above enumerated for which the 
said vessel shall clear out, and for producing a certificate 
thereof, within twelve months from the date of said bond, 





ted States, any articles whatsoever, to any of the above 
enumerated British colonial ports, in any British vessel, 
other than such as shall have come direetly from one of 
the said ports to the United States; nor shall it be lawful 
to export from the United States any article whatsoever, 
in any British vessel, having come from any of the said 
enumerated ports, to any other port or place whatsoever 
than directly to one of the said ports. And in case any 
such articles shall be shipped or waterborne, for the pur- 
pose of bein NES contrary to this act, the same 
shall be forfeited, and shall and may be seized and pror 
secuted, in like manner as for any other violation of the 
revenue laws of the United States. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That this act, un- 
less repealed, altered, or amended, by eongress, shall 
be bod continue in force so long as the above enume- 
rated British colonial ports shall be open to the admis- 
sion of vessels of the United States, conformably to the 
provisions of the British act of parliament of the 24th of 
June last, being the forty-fourth chapter of the acts of 
the third year of George the fourth. But if at any time 
the trade and intercourse between the United States and 
all or any of the above enumerated British colonial ports, 
authorized by the said act of parliament, should be pro- 
hibited by a British order in council, or yy act of parlia- 
ment, then, from the day of the date of such order in 
council, or act of parliament, or from the time that the 
same shall commence to be in force, proclamation to that 
effect having been made. by the president of the United 
States, each and every provision of this act, so far as the 
same shall apply to the intercourse between the United 
States and the above enumerated British colonial ports in 
British vessels, shal! cease to operate in their favor; and 
each and every provision of the ‘‘Act conecrning naviga- 
tion,” approved on the eighteenth of April, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and eighteen; and of the act supple- 
mentary thereto, approved on the fifteenth of May, one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty; shall revive and be 
in‘full force. 

Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That if any Bri- 
tish colonial port in the American hemisphere, other 
than those hereinabove enumerated, should by virtue of a 
British order in council, be opened to vessels of the Uni- 
ted States, conformably to the provisions of the said aet 
of parliament of the twenty-fourth of June last, each and 
every provision of this act shall extend to the same, from 
the time when it shall be so opened to the vessels of the 
United States. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the form of the 
bord aforesaid shall be preseribed by the secretary of the 
treasury; and all penalties and forfeitures, incurred un- 
der this act, shall be sued for, recovered, distributed, 
and accounted for, and the same may be mitigated or re- 


mitted, in the manner, and according to the provisions of 


the revenue laws of the United States. 
Approved March 1, 1823. 








TREATY OF GHENT. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, 5th March, 1827 4 

Notiee is hereby given, conformably with the direc- 
tion of the third section of the subjoined act of congress, 
that the commissioners, with their clerk, appointed to 
carry into effect the provisions of the said act, will con- 
vene in this city, on the tenth day of July next, and en- 
ter upon the execution of their duties, 

[PUBLIC—NO. 21.] 

An act to provide for the adjustment of claims of per- 
sons entitled to indemnification, under the first article of 
the treaty of Ghent and forthe distribution, among such 
claimants, of the sum paid, and to be paid, by the govern- 
ment of Great Britain, under a convention between the 





under the hand and seal of the consul, or commercial 
agent of the United States, resident at the port where 
the said articles shail have been landed; or if there shall 
be no consul or commercial agent of the United States 
residing there, such certificate to be under the hand and 
seal of the chief officer of the customs at such port, or 
under the hand and seal of two knownand reputable mer- 


chants residing at such port; but such bond may be dis- | is hereby authorized, by and with the adyice and ¢on- 


| 


! 


| United States and his Britannic majesty, concluded at Lon- 


don on the thirteenth of November, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-six. . 


Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America, in congress assembled, 
That the president of the United States shall be, and he 


charged, by proof, on oath, by credible persons, that the | sent of the senate, to appoint three commissioners, and 
said articles were taken by enemies, or perished in the | one clerk, who shall constitute a commission, to carry 


mas. And it shall not be lawful toexport from the Uni- | into effeet the purposes of this act. . 
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_ Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all records, 
documents, and other papers, which were in possession 
of the commissioners, constituting the mixed commission 
under the treaty of Ghent, so far as the same are under 
the control of the government of the United States, 
shall be delivered to the commissioners under this act. 

Sec. 3. And be it t further enacted, That the said com- 
missioners, Or a majority of them, with their clerk, shall 
convene in the city of Washington, on the tenth day of 
July next, and shall proceed to execute the duties of 
their commission, and the secretary of state shall be, and 
he is hereby, authorized and required, forthwith, after 
the passing of this act, to give a notice of the said intend- 
ed meeting, to be published in one or more public ga- 
zettes in the city of Washington, and in the states from 
which the property of claimants who have heretofore 
registered their claims, shall have been taken. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said com- 
missioners shall proceed immediately after their meeting 
in the city of Washington, with all convenient dispatch, 
to arrange and docket the several claims, and to consider 
the evidence which shall have been, or which may be, 
offered by the respective claimants, allowing such fur- 
ther time for the production of such further evidence as 
they may require, as they shall think reasonable and 
just; and they shall greenies gor proceed to determine the 
said claims, and to award distribution of the said fund 
among the several claimants, according to their respec- 
tive rights. 

Sec. 5. .Ind be it further enacted, That the said com- 
missioners shalj be, and they are hereby, authorized and 
empowered to make all needful rules and regulations 
not contravening the laws of the land, the provisions of 
this aet or the provisions of the said treaty and conven- 
tion, for ewrving their said commission into full and 
complete effect. 

See. 6. dnd be it further enacted, That the said com- 
missioners shall be entitled to, and allowed the sum of 
three thousand dollars per annum, each: and the clerk 
of the said commission shall he entitled to, and allowed 
the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars per annum 
during the continuance of the said commission; and the 
president of the United States shall be, and he is hereby, 
authorised to make such provision for the incidental ex- 


penses of the said commission as shall appear to him rea- | 


sonable and proper; and the said salaries and expenses shall 
be paid out of any money in the treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated. 

See. 7. wud beit further enacted, That the said com- 
missioners and clerk, shall severally take an oath for the 
faithful performance of the duties of their respeetive offi- 
ces, 

See. 8, And be it further enacted, That the commis- 
sion hereby created shall not continue after the end 
of the next session of cohyress. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the payment 
of such claims as may be admitted and adjusted by the 
said commissioners, or the major part of them, to an 
amount not exceeding twelve hundred and four thousand 
nine hundred and sixty dollars, shal] be made out of any 
moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated; that 
is to say, so soon, and as often as any oi the said claims 
shall be adjudged to be valid, and the principal amount 
sha}l be ascertainesl, there shall be paid on such claims, 
respectively, a sum equal to seventy-five per centum of 
the principal sums thereof, so ascertained; and at the 
termination of the time hereby fixed for the dissolution 
of the board, or such earlier dissolution thereof as may 
be determined upon by the board itself, after it shall 
have examined and deeided upon all the claims aforesaid, 
the balance of all such sums as shall be adjudged to the 
claimants, shall be paid: Provided, the whole sum ad- 
judged or awarded to them, collectively, shall not exeeed 
the aforesaid sum of twelve hundred and tour thousand 
nine hundred and sixty dollars; and if the whole sum ad- 
judged or «warded shall execed that amount, the clai- 
mants shall, respectively, receive in proportion to the 
sums awarded to them, respectively, a part of the balance 
thereof remaining for distribution. 


Sec. 10. dnd be it further enacted, 'That all moneys 
already received, and all which shall hereafter be receiv- 
ed, under the convertion aferesaid, signed at London on 





ue ee 


the thirteenth of November, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-six, shall be paid into the treasury of the 
United States. 

Sec, 11. And be it further enacted, That so soon as 
the said commission shall be executed and completed, 
the records, documents and all other papers in the pos- 
session of the commisioners, or its officers, shall be de- 


posited in the office of the secretary of state. 


Sec. 12, And be it further enacted, That all claims 
which were deposited in the department of state, and b 
mistake omiitted to be placed on the definitive list deli- 
vered to the former commissioners, shall be, and are 
hereby, required to be added thereto; and the said claim- 
ants shall be entitled to the same rights and benefits as 
if such claims had been placed on the said definitive list, 
in terms of the third article of the convention concluded 
at Saint Petersburg, on the twelfth day of July, eighteen 
hundred and twenty two. JOHN W. TAYLOR, 

Speaker of the house of representatives. 
NATH’L MACON, 
President of the senate, pro tempore. 

Approved, 2d March, 1827: 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 


By the president of the United States of America. 
A PROCLAMATION: 

Whereas a convention between the United States of 
America and his majesty the king of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, was concluded and 
signed, at London, on the thirteenth day of November, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
a which convention is, word for word, as fol- 
ows: 

Difficulties having arisen in the execution of the con- 
vention concluded at St. Petersburg, on the twelfth day 
of July, 1822, under the mediation of his majesty the 
emperor of all the Russias, between the United States of 
America and Great Britain, for the purpose of carrying 
into effect the decision of his imperial majesty upon the 
differences which had arisen between the said United 
States and Great Britain, on the true construction and 
meaning of the first article of the treaty of peace and ami- 
ty, concluded at Ghent on the twenty-fourth day of De- 
vember, 1814, the said United States and his Britannic ma- 





jesty, being equally desirous to obviate such difficulties, 


have respectively named plenipotentiaries to treat and 
agree respecting the same, that is to say: 

The president of the United States of America has ap- 
pointed Albert Gallatin, their envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary to his Britanme majesty: 

And his majesty the king of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, the right honorable Wiliam 
Huskisson, a member of his said majesty’s most honora- 
ble privy council, a member of parliament, president of 
the committee of privy council for affairs of trade and fo- 
reign plantations, and treasurer of his said majesty’s navy; 
and Henry, Unwin Addington, esquire, late his majesty’s 
charge des affaires to the United States of America. 

Who, after having communicated to each other their 
respective full powers, found to be in due and proper 
form, haye agreed upon, and concluded the following ar- 
ticles: 

ARTICLE fT. 

His majesty the king of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland agrees to pay, and the United States 
of America agrees to receive, for the use of the persons 
entitled to indemnification and compensation by virtue’ of 
the said decision and convention, the sum of twelve hun- 
dred and four thousand nine hundred and sixty dollars, 
current money of the United States, in lieu of, and in full 
and complete satisfaction for, all sums élaimed or claim- 
able from Great Britain, by any person or persons what- 
socver, under the said decision and convention. 

ARTICLE I. 

The object of the said convention being thus fulfilled, 
that convention is hereby declared to be cancelled and an- 
mulled, save and except the second article of the same, 
which has already been carried into execution by the 
commissioners appointed under the said convention; and 
save and except so much of the third article of the same, 
as relates to the definitive list of claims, and has already 
likewise been carried ito execution by the said commis- 
slomers. 
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ARTICLEIII. - 

The said sum of twelve hundred and four thousand nine 
hundred sixty dollars shall be paid at Washington, to such 
person or persons as shall be duly authorized, on the part 
of the United States,to receive the same, in two equal 

yments, as follows: 

The payment of the first half to be made twenty days 
after official notification shall have been made by the 


vernment of the United States, to his Britannic ma-, 


vot ’s ministgr in the said United States, of the ratification 
of the present convention by the president of the United 
States, by and with the advice and consent of the senate 
thereof. : 

» And the payment of the second half to be made on the 
first day of August, 1827. 


ARTICLE Iv. 

The above sums being taken as a full and final liquida- 
tion of all claims whatsoever arising under the said deci- 
sion and convention, both the final adjustment of those 
claims, and the distribution of the sums so paid by Great 
Britain to the United States, shall be made in such manner 
as the United States alone shall determine; and the go- 
vernment of Great Britain shall have no further concern 
or liability therein. 


ARTICLE V. 

It is agreed, that, from the date of the exchange of the 
ratifications of the present convention, the joint commis- 
sion appointed under the said convention of St. Peters- 
hurg, of the twelfth of July, 1822, shall be dissolved; and, 
upon the dissolution thereof, all the documents and papers 
in possession of the said commission, relating to clajms 
under that convention, shall be delivered over to such 
person or persons as shall be duly authorized on the part 
of the United States, to receive the same. And the British 
commissioner shall make over to such person or persons, 
so authorized, all the documents and papers, (or antheuti- 
cated copies of the same, where the originals cannot con- 
veniently be made over), relating to claims under said 
convention, which he may have received from his govern- 
ment for the use of the said commission, conformably to 
the stipulations contained in the third article of the said 
convention. 

ARTICLE VI. 

The present convention shall be ratified, and the ratifi- 
eations shall be exchanged in London, in six months from 
this date, or sooner, if possible. 

In witness whereof, the plenipotentiarices aforesaid, by 
virtue of their respective full powers, have signed the 
same, and have affixed thereunto the seals of their arms. 

Done at London, this thirteenth day of November, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-six. 

ALBERT GALLATIN, 
Wittram Huskisson, 
Henny Unwin ADDINGTON. 


And whereas, the said convention has been duly ratified, 
on both parts, and the respective ratifications of the same 
were exchanged at London, on the sixth day of February 
last, by Albert Gallatin, eavoy extraordinary and minis- 
ter plenipotentiary of the United Statess of America, and 
Henry Unwin Addington, esq. late his Britannic majesty’s 
eharge d’atfaires to the said United States, on the part of 
their respective governments: 

Now, therefore, 1, John Quincy Adams, president of the 
United States, have caused the said convention to be made 
public; to the end that the same, and every clause and 
article thereof, may be observed and fulfilled with good 
faith by the United States, and the citizens thereof. 

fn witness whercot, I have hereunto set my 
hand, and caused the seal of the United 
States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, 
this nineteenth day of March, 
in the year of our Lord one 
thousand vight hundred and 
twenty-seven, and of the in- 
dependence of the U. States 
the fitty-first. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
By the president: 
* H. Cray, scerctary of state, 





CHARGE DES AFFAIRES. 
Washington, Feb. 3, 1827. 

To the house of representatives of the United States: 

In compliance with a resolution of the house of repre- 
sentatives of the 9th ult. relating to the appointments of 
charge des affaires, and to the commission and salaries of 
the ministers and secretary to the mission at Panama, 1 
transmit herewith a report from the secretary of state, 
with accompanying documents. JOHN Q. ADAMS. 

The secretary of state, to whom has been referred the 
resolution of the house of representatives of the 9th inst. 
requesting the president to communicate to the house 
“whether any, and if any, what number of charges des af- 
faires have been appointed since the 4th day of March, 
1789, without the advice and consent of the senate; and 
whether, in any case such appointment has been made 
after notice had been given of the intention of a minister 
abroad to return, and after his successor had been appoint- 
ed; if so, by what authority, and what length of time did 
said temporary appointment continue, what the general 
duties to be discharged, and what the compensation to be 
se And that the president also inform this house, 
rom what period the persons appointed ministers and se- 
cretary of legation to Panama received their commissions; 
and from what period they have been paid their salaries:” 
has the honor to report: 

The resolution requires, first, information as to the 
number of the appointments of charges des affaires which 
have been made, if any, without the advice and consent of 
the senate, since the 4th day of March, 1789. Secondly. 

Whcether in any such instances, the appointments were 
made after notice had been given ofthe intention of a mi- 


| nister abroad to return, and after his successor had been 


appointed. Thirdly if 90, by what authority, and for what 
length of time did such temporary appointments continue. 

Fourthly. What were the duties to be discharged by 
charge des affaires so appointed. Fifthly. Whatcompen- 
sation did they receive; and sixthly, from what period 
the persons appointed ministers and secretary of legation 
to Panama received their commissions, andfrom what pe- 
riod they have been paid their salaries. 

1. On the first point, the following cases are stated from 
the records of the department of state, in none of which, 
except that of Mr. Short, were the persons appointed no- 
minated to the senate. | 

William Short was nominated to the senate on the 16th 
of June, 1789, as charge des affaires at the court of France, 
during the absence of the minister plenipotentiary at that 
court, (Thomas Jefferson), and conamissioned as such on 


‘the 6th of April, 1790, during the pleasure of the presi- 


dent of the U. States. Thomas Jefferson was, on the 
26th of September, 1789, appointed secretary of state, 
and thereby vacated his office as minister plenipotentiary 
to the court of France. W. Short, without further nomi- 
nation to the senate, was commissioned as above, there be- 
ing no minister plenipotentiary at the court of France, un- 
til the appointment of Gouverneur Morris, 12th January, 
1792. Mr. Short was presented as charge des affaires by 
Mr. Jefferson, on his taking leave of the French court, on 
the authority of a letter from Mr. Jay, secretary of foreign 
affaires, of 19th June, 1789, which also permitted that mi- 
nister’s return on a yisit to the United States. 

John H. Purviance was left in the charge of our affairs 
at London on the 8th of October, 1804, by Mr. Monroe 
during his absence in Spain. 

George W. Erving was appointed secretary of legation 
to Madrid, with the advice and consent of the senate, 22d 
November, 1804; aud appointed provisionally by the pre- 
sident, without ‘the co-operation of the senate, to act as 
charge des affaires at Madrid, until the arrival of Mr. 
Bowdoin, appointed minister 22d November, 1804. 

Jonathan Russel was left in the charge of our affairs at 
Paris, by general Armstrong, and commissioned as such 
by the president. 

John 5. Smith was left charge des affaires at London by 
Mr. Pinckney, 1st May, 1811, but no commission ever 
issued to him as such. 

Jonathan Russell was sent by the direction of the pre- 
sident from Pais to London, in October, 1811, as charge 
des affaires. 

Levitt Harris was left charge des affaires at St. Peters- 
burg by Mr. Adams, in April, 1814, by direction of the 


! president. 
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John L. Lawrence, left charge des affaires at Stockholm 
by Mr. Russell, 6th June, 1814. 

Henry Jackson, left charge des affaires at Paris, by Mr. 
Crawford, 26th April, 1815, while Mr. Gallatin, appoint- 
ed minister to France, 28th February, 1815, was in Lon- 
don, assisting in the negotiation of the convention of that 

ear. » 

7 Thomas L. L. Brent, secretary of legation at Madrid, 
was left charge des affaires there by Mr. Erving, in Au- 
gust, 1815. 
And again by Mr. Forsyth, 23d November, 1820, dur- 
ing his return on leave to the United States. 

thristopher Hughes, secretary of legation at Stockholm, 
was designated by the president to act as charge des af- 
faires on the 10th September, 1816, in the event of the 
retirement of Mr. Russell, and he was accordingly left 
by Mr. Russell m October, 1818. 

Charles Pinckney, left charge desaflaires at St. Peters- 
burg by Mr. Pinckney, in February, 1818. Mr. Camp- 
bell was appointed minister L6th April, 1818. 

He was again left there in charge of our affaires by Mr. 
Campbell, 8th July, 1820, by the direction of the presi- 
dent. Mr. Middleton was appointed minister 6th April 
of that year. 

John James Appleton was left charge des affaires at Ma- 
drid, by Mr. Forsyth, 3d Mareh, 1823, Mr. Nelson 
was appointed minister 15th January, 1823. 

Daniel Sheldon, left charge des affaires at Paris by Mr. 
Gallatin, 16th May, 1823, under the direction of the pre- 
sident. 

John A. Smith, left charge des affaires at London by 
Mr. Adams, in June, 1817, by order of the president. 

He was again left in. charge of our affairs, by Mr. Rush, 
in May, 1825, under direction of the president. Mr. King 
was appointed minister 5th May, 1825. 

John M. Forbes became charge des affaires at Buenos 
Ayres on the death of Mr. Rodney, 10th June, 1824. He 
was afterwards nominated to the senate in that character, 
and confirmed @th of March, 1825. 

John A. King left charge des affaires at London, by Ru- 
fus King, Ist July, 1826, with the approbation of the presi- 
dent. r. Gallatin was appointed minister 10th May, 
1826. 

He was again left in charge of our affairs by Mr. Galla- 
tin, during a short excursion which he made to Paris, in 
the fall of 1826. 

Beaufort T. Watts, left charge des affaires at Bogota, by 
Mr. Anderson, 26th March, 1825, till 20th January, 1826, 
during the return of that minister, on leave, to the United 
States. 

He was again left, and yet remains in charge of our 
affairs, on Mr. Anderson’s leaving Bogota, 12th June, 
1826, to proceed on the mission to Panama. 

2. Most of the preceding appointments of charges des af- 
faires were made whilst we had ministers appointed to re- 
side near the same governments. Mr. Purviance was so 
appomted by Mr. Monroe, being the regular minister of 
the United States in London at the time. Mr. Erving 
being the secretary of the legation at Madrid, was entrust- 
ed with the charge of our affairs until the arrival of Mr. 
Bowdoin, our minister. Mr. Harris, at St. Petersburg, 
was left in charge of our affaivs, whilst Mr. Adams was 
absent on the duty of assisting in the negotiation of peace 
with Great Britain. Mr. Lawrence was left charge des 
affaires by Mr. Russel, whilst this gentleman was absent 
from Stockholm on the same service of treating of peace. | 
Mr. Jackson was left charge at Paris after Mr. Gallatin’s 
appointment, but before his arrival in France asthe minis- 
ter of the United States. Mr. Brent was entrusted with 
the charge of our affairs during Mr. Forsyth’s return to 
the United States. In the same character at Stockholm 
Mr. Hughes was left by Mr. Russell on his return home. 
Mr. Pinckney was left by Mr. Campbell! in charge of our 
affairs in July, 1820, Mr. Middicton having been appoint- 

ed minister the preeeding April. Mr. Appleton was left 
in charge of our affairs by Mr. Forsyth, at Madrid, in 
March, 1823, Mr. Nelson having been appointed minis- | 
ter the preceding January. Mr. Watts was lett at Bogo- 
ta in charge of our aff‘irs in the year 1825, during Mr. 
Anderson’s absence on a visit to the United States. And 
lastly, Mir. Jobn A. King was lett by Mi.eRufus King in 
charge of our affairs after the appointment, but before the 





arrival cf Ma. Guilaun at London. “The necessity of con | 


ne temporarily to 2 charge the affairs of a government 
which is ordinarily represented by a minister plenipoten- 
tiary, arises out of the absence of the minister, no matter 
from what cause. It is supposed not to be effected by 
the fact of a minister’s having notified his intention to re- 
turn, and the appointment of his successor. | 

3. The authority under which the above appointments 
were made, is believed to be furnished by the constitution 
of the United States, and the public law and usage of na- 
tions. So important is it regarded to preserve, without 
interruption, the diplomatic intercourse between nations 
which are mutually represented by ministers, that upon 
the death of a minister, the secretary of legation becomes, 
by established usage, ipso facto charge d’affaires until his 
government is advised, and provides for the event. The 
period during which they respectively continued to act in 
the character of charge d’affaires will be seen by an in- 
spection of the annexed abstract from the books of the 
treasury, marked A., to which a reference is respectfully 
requested. 

4. The duties to be performed by a charge des affaires 
sO appointed, are to be found in the same public law and 
usage, and may be stated, in the general, to be the same 
as those of the minister whose place he supplies. He 
transacts the ordinary business of the legation; keeps its 
archives and an office; corresponds with the government 
where he is accredited, and with his own; and sustains an 
expense and maintains an intereourse with the diplomatic 
corps, corresponding to the new station to which he is 
elevated. 

5. The compensation received by the several persons 
so appointed, (with the exception of Mr. John A. Smith, 
and Mr. Watts, whose accounts are not yet closed, but 
will be finally liquidated on the same principles, ) may be 
seen in the above abstract from the treasury. From that 
abstract it appears, Ist, that the allowance of salary in 
the character of charge, in the casesthere stated, has been 
uniform: 2dly, that the allowance of an outfit has been 
most usually, but not always, made: Sdly, that in some 
instances, the temporary appointment has been continued 
after the intervention of the session of the senate, as in 
the cases of Mr. Purviance, Mr. Russell, Mr. Lawrence, 
Mr. Jackson, Mr. Brent, Mr. Hughes, and Mr. Sheldon; 
and in two cases, (those of Mr. Erving and Mr. Harris), 
after the intervention of several sessions of the senate: and 
4thly, that in the case of Mr. John A. King, the allow- 
ance made to him was a medium between the highest and 
lowest allowances that had been previously made. The 
highest was made in the cases of Mr. Russel and Mr. 
Jackson, to each of whom, besides the outfit and salary of 
a charge, a quarter’s return salary was allowed. Mr. 
King was not allowed salary as a charge during the ab- 
sence of Mr. Gallatin on his visit to Paris last fall; nor 
was he allowed a quarter’s return salary as charge. He 
was, moreover, the bearer of a convention, the first intel- 
ligence of the conclusion of which, reached the depart- 
ment by his delivery of the instrument itself. Such a 
service is always regarded, in the transactions of govern- 
ments, as one of peculiar mterest. He might have been, 
bat was not, allowed the usual compensation made to 
bearers of despatches. An extract from a letter, addres- 
sed by the late secretary of state to the chairman of the 
committee of ways and means, marked B. accompanies 
this report. 

6. The commissions of the ministers to Panama and 
secretary of legation, bear date 14th March, 1826. 

Mr. Anderson’s salary, as one of these ministers, com- 
menced, and his salary, as minister to Colombia, ceased, 
on the 12th of June, 1826, when he left Bogota to pro- 
ceed to Panama. Mr. Sergeant’s commenced on the 
24th of October, 1826, when he was notified to prepare 
to proceed on the mission. Mr. Rochester’s salary, as 
secretary of the legation, commenced with the date of his 
commission. The considerations which induced the fixa- 
tion of its commencement ‘at that period were these: he 
resided in the interior of New York, remote from the sea- 
hoard, and was required shortly after the confirmation ot 
his appointment, to repair to the city of New York, where 
he accordingiy came, to proceed on the mission, which it 
was then expected would depart in the eourse of the 
last spring. Subsequent events, not chargeable to him, 
prevented his departure. He moreover resigned, about 
the perie!.af his nomination to the eenate, a judicial stax 
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tion which he held under the state of New York, to ena- 
ble him to mers *9 this new appointment; and held himself | 
in readiness to depart on the mission from the date of his 
appointment, to 
the United States. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

H. CLAY. 

Department of state, Washington, Jan. 31, 1827. 


—_— 


APPOINTMENTS 


Of the president, by and with the advice and consent of 
the senate of the United States, 
March 3. 


Landon Cheves, of Pennsylvania, James Pleasants, of | 
Virginia, and Henry Sewall, of North Carolina, to be | 
commissioners of claims under the convention with Great 
Britain, of 13th Nov. 1826. 


Aaron Ogden, of New Jersey, clerk to the commis- 
sion. 

Beverley Allen, of Missouri, to be district attorney of 
the United States for the district of Missouri, in place of 
Edward Bates, resigned. 

Alfred Me Daniel, of Mississippi, to be receiver of 
public moneys at Washington, Mississippi, in place of Jo- 
seph Dunbar, resigned. 

William B. Rochester, of New York, to be charge 
d’affaires to the republic of Central America. 

John Speed Smith, of Kentucky, to be secretary to the 
mission of Tucubaya. 

Henry Wheaton, of New York, to be charge d’affaires 
of the United States, n Denmark. 

Charles Douglass, of Alabama, to be consul at Barce- 
Jona, in Spain, in place of Richard McCall, resigned. 

Philip Robinson, of South Carolina, to be consul at 
the Island of Curracoa, in the place of Cortland L. Park- 
er, deceased. 

Charles W. Webber, of Tennessee, to be consul at 
Chihuahua, in place of Joshua Pilcher, resigned. 

Elisha Ely, of New York, to be consul at Santa Mar- 
tha, in the republic of Colombia, in place of Harris E. 
Fudger, deceased. 

Thomas P. Eskridge, of the territory of Arkansas, to 
be a judge of the superior court of that territory. 

Nathaniel Cox, receiver of public moneys for the dis- 
trict of New Orleans. 

John Nicks, late lieutenant colonel in the army of the 
United States, to be brigadier general of the militia of the 
territory of Arkansas. 

Beaufort T. Watts, of South Carolina, to be charge 
d’affaires to the republic of Colombia, during the vacan- 
cy of the mission of a minister. 

William M. M* Carty, of Virginia, to be secretary 
for the territory of Florida, m place of George Walton, 
resigned. 

Alexander Adair, of Alabama, to be marshal of the 
United States for the middie district of Florida, in place 
of J. M. Hanson, resigned. 

Philip S. Markley, of Pennsylvania, to be naval offi- 
eer for the port of Philadelphia, in place of William 
Jones, appointed collector. 

George Washington Young, of the District of Colum- 
bia, to be a justice of the peace for the county of Wash- 
ington. 

Samuel Ayer, of Maine, to be surveyor and inspecto 
of the revenue, for the port of Eastport, in the district 0 
Passamaquoddy, for four years from the 24th of Decem- 
ber, 1826. 

William Widderburn, of the District of Columbia, to 
be surveyor and inspector of the revenue, for the port of 
Alexandria, in place of B. Dangerfield, deceased. 

Reuben Harvey, to be consul of the United States at 
Cork, in Ireland, in place of Jacob Mark, deceased. 


E. Irenee Dupont, of Delaware, to be a direetor of 
the bank of the United States, for the remainder of the 
year 1827, in place of Victor Dupont, deceased. 

Robert Monroe Harrison, of Virginia, to be consul of 
the United States at the island of Saint Bartholomews, in 
place of Hugh Steele, deceased. 

John Larkin Payson, to be consul of the United States 
> Messina, in Sicily, in place of John Broadbent deceas- 





FEBRUARY 12. 
Joel R. Poinsett, of S. Carolina, to be envoy extraordi- 


nary and minister plenipotentiary of the U. States, to the 
e period when he actually sailed from | assembly of American ministers, transferred from Pana- 
*}ma to 

deceased, and as colléague with John Sargeant, already 
commissioned to the same office. 


acubaya, in Mexico, in place of R. C. Anderson, 


John Boyle, of Kentucky, as judge of the United States, 


in and for the district of Kentucky, in place of Robert 
Trimble appointed one of the associate justices of the sue 
preme court of the United States. 


Sidney Breese, of Illinois, to be attorney of the United 
States for the district of Llinois. 


FEBRUARY 8, 
Charles Bartlett Allen, Massachusett, to be consul of 
the United States for the port and province of Para, in 


| Brazil. 


John J. Crittenden, of Kentucky, to be district attor- 
ney of the United States, for the district of Kentucky, in 
place of George W. Bibb, resigned. 

Thomas H. Fletcher, of Tennessee, to be district at- 
torney of the United States, for the district of west Ten- 
nessee, in place of Henry Crabb. 

Daniel Bussard, Roger C. Weightman and James 
Ord, justices of the peace for' phere. com county, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, for five years, from 2d January, 1827. 


JANUARY 22, 
John Dougherty, of Kentucky, as Indian agent at the 
Council Bluffs, in place of Benjamin O’Fallon, resigned. 
Peter Stagg, of New York, to be surveyor and inspec- 
tor of the revenue for the port of New York, in place of 
Joseph G. Swift, whose commission has expired. 
William Allison M*‘ Rae, to be attorney of the United 
States; for the middle district of Florida, in place of 
Adam Gordon, resigned. 
Christopher Neale, of the District of Columbia, as 
judge of the orphans’ court, for the county of Alexandria, 
in place of Philip R. Fendall, resigned. 

JANUARY 12, 
Henry Crabb, attorney of the United States for the 
western district of Tennessee, from 31st January, 1827. 
Samuel Beardsley, attorney of the United States for 
the northern district of New York,from 3d March, 1827. 
John Brownson, attorney of the United States for the 
western district of Louisiana from 3d March 1827. . 
Joseph L. Brenham, attorney of the United States for 
the district of Ohio,from 3d March 1827: 
Oliver Wayne Ogden, marshal of the United States 
for the district of New Jersey, from 17th December, 
1826. 

Chapman Coleman, marshal of the United States 
for the district of Kentucky, from 6th January, 1826. 

William Seebree, marshal of the United States for the 
district of West Florida, from 6th, January, 1827. 

John Nicholson, marshal of the United States for the 
eastern district of Louisiana, from 27th January, 1827. 

Tench Ringgold, marshal of the United States for the 
district of Columbia, from 31st of January, 1827. 

John Conard, marshal for the eastern district of Penn- 
sylvania, from 11th February, 1827. 

Joseph Edson, marshal for the district of Vermont, 
fnom 3d March, 1827. 

Adrien Dumartrait, marshal for the western district of 
Louisiana, from 3d March, 1827. 

Waters Smith, marshal of the United States for west 
[east] Florida, from 3d March, 1827. 

Robert Crittenden, secretary for the Arkansas terri- 
tory, from 3d March, 1827. 

Wilkam Woodbridge, secretary of the Michigan terri- 
tory, from 21st January, 1827. 

JANUARY 10. 

John Coffee, surveyor of public lands in the state of 
Alabama, from 17th February, 1827. 

Henry Perrine, of New Jersey, to be consul of the 
United States, at Campeche, in the United Mexican 
States. 

JANUARY 5. 

Edward Tiffin, surveyor-general of public lands in the 
states of Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan territory, from 17th 
February, 1827. 

JANUARY 4. 





1 John McDonail, of Michigan territory as member of 
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the — council in said territory, in place of Andrew | April, 1826, having served faithfully as a colonel, and 


G. Whitney, deceased. 


PROMOTIONS IN THE NAVY. 

The following is a list of promotions in the navy, con- 

firmed by the senate of the U. States, on the 3d instant: 
‘t'o be captains in the navy. 

Masters comi’dt.—Samuel Woodhouse, Joseph J. Ni- 
cholson. 

To be masters commandant in the navy. 

Lieutenants—Charles W. Skinner, Otho Norris, John 
T. Newton, Joseph Smith. 

To be lieutenants in the navy. 

Passed mid’n.—John W. West, T. O, Selfridge, Reu- 
ben R. Pinkham, Henry Eagle, Jr. Andrew K. Long, 
Gersham I. Van Brunt, Samuel B. Cocke, Geo. S. Blake, 
Zach. F. Johnston, Samuel Barron, George Izard, Jr. 
Robert W. Jones, Alexander G. Gordon, Albert G. 
Slaughter, Stera Humphreys, John Marshall, Thomas 
McKean Buchanan, Vheodorus Bailey, Jr. Alexander 
M. Mull. 

To be lieutenant-colonels by brevet. 

Majors—R. D. Wainwright, Samuel Miller, John M. 
Gamble, of the marine corps. 

10th March, 1827. 
PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS IN THE *#RMY. 

Adjutant-general’s office, Washington, March 8, 1827. 

*romotions and appointments in the army, made by the 
president of the United States, with the advice and consent 
of the senate, since the publication of the Register for Ja- 
nuary, 1827: 

First regiment of artillery. 

Brevet 2d lieutenant John McClellan, of the 3d, to be 
2d lieutenant, 1st July, 1826. 

Second regiment of artillery. 

Brevet licutenant-colonel Roger Jones, captain 3d artil- 
lery, to be major, 17th February, 1827, vice Hindman, 
deceased. 

Brevet captain Elijah Lyon, 1st lieutenant, to be captain, 
20th February, 1827, vice Nourse, resigned. 

Second lieutenant Abram C. Fowler, to be 1st lieuten- 
ant, 20th February, 1827, -vice Lyon, promoted. 

Brevet 2d lieutenant Francis L. Dancey, to be 2d lieu- 
tenant, Ist July, 1826. 

Third regiment of artillery. 

First lieutenant Charles M. Thruston, to be captain, 
{7th February, 1827, vice Jones, promoted. 

First lieutenant Thomas J. Baird, to be captain, 28th 
February, 1827, vice Burd, deceased. 

Second lieutenant L. A. Rigail, to be 1st lieutenant, 17th 
February 1827, vice Thruston, promoted. 

Second lieutenant H. Garner, to be 1st lieutenant, 26th 
February, 1827, vice Wilkins, cashiered. 

Second lieutenant Francis N. Barbarin, to be 1st lieuten- 
ant, 28th February, 1827, vice Baird, promoted. 

Brevet 2d lieutenant Bennett H. Henderson, of the 4th, 
to be 2d lieutenant, Ist July, 1826. : 

Brevet 2d lieutenant Edward B. White, of the Ist, to 
be 2d lieutenant, Ist July, 1826. 

Brevet 2d lieutenant Daniel S. Herring, of the 4th, to be 
Od lieutenant, Ist July, 1826. 

Brevet 2d lieutenant George Woodbridge, of the Ist, to 
he 2d lieutenant, Lst July, 1826. 

Fourth regiment of infantry. 

Brevet 2d lieutenant Samuel R. Allston, of the 6th, to 
be 2d lieutenant, Ist July. 1825. 

Fifth regiment of infantry. 

Second lieutenant Seth M. Capron, to be 1st lieutenant, 
21st October, 1826, vice Andrews, deceased. 

Sirth regiment of infantry. 

Second lieutenant Mark W. Batinan, to be Ist lieute- 
nant, 20th December, 1826, vice Folger, resigned. 

Brevet 2d lieutenant Albert S Jobuston, of the 2d, to 
be 2d lientenunt, Ist July, 1826. 

BREVET PROMOTIONS. 

Brevet brivadier-generals. John BE. Wool, colonel 
and inspector general, to be brigadier-general by brevet, 
from 20th of April, 1826, having served faithfully as a_co- 
tonel, and performed the appropriate dutics of that grade 
for ten years continuously. 

George Gibson, colonel and commissory general of sub- 
sistance, to Le brigadiger-general by brevet, from 29th 





performed the appropriate duties of that grade, for ten 
years continuously: 

Brevet lieutenant colonels. William Litnard, quarter 
master, to be lieutenant colonel by brevet, from 15th 
June, 1825, having served faithfully as a major, and per- 
formed the appropriate duties of that grade, for ten ycars 
continuously, 

James Kearney, topographical engineer, to be lieuten- 
ant colonel by brevet, from 29th April, 1826, having serv- 
ed faithfully as a brevet major, and performed the appro- 
priate duties of that grade, for ten years continuously. 

Stephen H. Long, topographical engineer, to be lieuten- 
ant colonel by brevet, from 29th April, 1826, having sery- 
ed faithfully as a brevet major, and performed the appro- 
priate duties of that grade, for ten years continuously. 

P. H. Parrault, topographical engineer, to be lieutenant 
colonel by brevet, from the 17th February, 1827, havins; 
served faithfully as a brevet major, and performed the ap- 
propriate duties of that grade, for ten years continuously. 

Brevet majors. Milo Mason, capt. Ist regiment of 
artillery, 17th May, 1816, to be major by brevet; to take 
rank from 17th 1826, for faithful service “ten years in one 
grade.” 

George Birch, captain 7th regiment of infantry, 31st 
August, 1816,to be wag hs brevet, to take rank from 
era August, 1826, for faithful service “ten years in one 
grade.” 

Henry Whiting, captain 1st regiment of artillery, 34 
March, 1817, to be major by brevet, to take rank from 3d 
March, 1827, for faithtul service “ten years in one grade.” 

Brevet captain. Flijah Lyon, 1st lieutenant, 2d regi- 
ment of artillery, 1st January, 1817,tobe captain by bre- 
vet, totake rank from Ist January, 1827, for faithful ser- 
vice “ten years in one grade.” . 

Captain Lyon, of the 2d artillery, is arranged to E. com- 

any. 
, Captain Thruston, of the 3d artillery, to C. company. 

Captain Baird, of the 3d artillery, to Db. company. 

They will join their companigs and report for duty 
without delay. 

The subalterns whose promotions may require an ex- 
ehange of companies so as to preserve symmetry in organi- 
zation, will be transferred by colonels of regiments to such 
other companies as their change of rank may render ne- 
cessary; and if stationed at the artillery or infantry schoo} 
of practice when promoted, the respective commandants 
shall, in like manner, make such transfers, for this object, 
as may be found to be requisite, The supernumerarics, 
if any, will be reported to the adjutant general’s office. 

By order: R. JONES, adjt. gen. 

Assistant commissaries. First lieut. Reuben Holmes, 
of the 6th infantry, to be assistant commissary of subsis- 
tence, 19th January, 1827. 

Frst lieut. W.S, Newton, of the 3d artillery, to be as- 
sistant commissary of subsistence, 27th Feruary, 1827. 

Transfers. Samuel Spotts, captain of the 3d artillery, 
transferred tothe 4th artillery. 


W.L. M’Clintock, captain of the 4th artillery, transfer-. 


red to the 3d artillery. 
James Engle, 2d lieut. of the 4th infantry, transferred to 
the Sth infantry. 





THE PATENT OFFICE. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 1ST, 1827. 
Mr. T'rimble made the following report: 

The select committee to whom was referred so much of 
the report of the secretary of state, of the 13th of Jan- 
uary, 1827, as relates to the patent office, respectfully 
report: . 

The patent office was established by an act of April, 1790, 
‘to promote the progress of useful arts.”” That act was ree 
pealed by the aet of February, 1793, and the office, since 
that date, has been regulated by the provisions of the lat- 
ter aet. This act secures to inventors the full and ex- 
clusive right to their respective inventions and improve- 
ments, for the term of fourteen years. It requires each 
inventor to file a petition, and Celiver a written deserip- 
tion of his invention or improvement, and of the manner 
of using it; and in the case of a machine, he is to give a 
full explanation of the principle, and the mode of appli- 
cation, These descriptions or specifications, together with 
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the models, specimens, drawings, and written references, 
are tobe deposited in the office, and preserved for the use 
and benefit of the inventor and the public. Each inven- 
tor is allowed to take out a patent apon his invention or 


ble to the account of clerk hire in said office: Provided, 
That the salary to each, shall not exceed the sum of seven 
hundred dollars. 

[The resolution was read three times, passed, and sent 


improvement, upon his petition and specification, and the | to the senate for concurrence, and there laid on the table. } 


act declares that the same ‘“‘shall be recorded in a book 
to be kept for that purpose in the office of the secretary 
of state.” The law further requires each inventor to 





AFFAIRS AT CUBA. 
The valuable and constant intercourse between this 


pay thirty dollars into the treasury ofthe U. States, before | country and the Havana, (says the New York American, ) 


he presents his petition for a patent, and declares that ‘‘the 
money thus paid shall be in full for the sundry services 


renders it highly expedient, undoubtedly, that the object 
of the annexed memorial to congress, that Spain should 


to be performed in the office of the secretary of state | recognize and receive an American consul there, should 


consequent on such petition, and shall pass to the ac- 
count of the clerk hire in said office.” 


The committee have thought proper to refer the house 
to some of the requisitions of the act of 1793, for the 
purpose of showing that the government undertakes to 
perform ‘‘sundry services” for each patentee when it 
grants a patent, and requires from each an equivalent for 
those services. Upon mquiry and examination at the of- 
fice, it is found that the government has failed to perform 
a part of those services, and that the failure has already 
been injurious, and is likely to become much more so to 
the public, as well as to the patentees. None of the pa- 
tents have been recorded as the law requires, from the year 
1802, to the 4th of March, 1825, and the committee is sa- 
tisfied that the failure is owing to the want of the requi- 
site assistance of clerks in the office. The law allows 
only one clerk to assist the superintendent, and it is be- 
lieved that two’are indispensably necessary to record the 
patents as they issue, and perform the current business 
of the office. The present secretary of state directed an 
extra clerk to be employed in the, business of recording 
patents, and with his assistance, the P ar yee issued after 
the 4th of Marth, 1825, have been duly recorded up to 
the first of May, 1826. No provision was made for addi- 
tional clerks at the last session of congress; and the extra 
clerk was dismissed; the consequence of which has been, 
that the patents issued since the first of May, 1826, are 
yet to be recorded. 

" The committee consider it proper to inform the house 
that the models are not kept in preservation; and that the 
utility of the model office is very much diminished, m con- 
sequence of its deranged condition, the models being placed 
on the floor and shelves of the office in the most irregu- 
lar manner, without any system, order, or classification. 


It is the opinion of the committee that the government, 
afier receiving from patentees an equivalent for its servi- 
ces, is bound in justice to them and the public, to apply 
the moncy in performance of its promises; and that the 
fuilure on its part to have the patents properly recorded, 
and the models properly preserved, is in contravention of 
its statutory stipulations. It is the interest of the public 
and the patentees, that the records in arrears should be 
bronght up as speedily as possible, and that in future 
the business of recording should be done, if possible, as 
fast as the patents issue. 

The amount of money received into the treasury, for 
fees on the letters patent from 1793 to 1826, is $135,690; 
and disburséments during the same time was only 
$63,757. It is certain that there is a balance of at least 
sixty thousand dollars im the treasury, applicable under 
the law of 1793, to the account of clerk hire in the pa- 
tent office, and it is manifest that the proceeds of the of- 
fice are nearly double the amount of its disbursements, 
including salaries, clerk hire, and all other expenses and 
contingencies whatever. 

It was not the policy of the law, nor the intention of 
congress, to make the patent office a source of revenue; 
and the committee ean see no reason why the money in 
the treasury, to the account of clerk hire, should not be 
applied to the service of the office. 

it is believed that one or two extra clerks ought to be 
employed in the business of recording patents, until they 
bring up the records in arrear, and tor that purpose the 
tomunittee ask leave to report the following resolution: 


Resolved bu the senate and house of representatives of 


the United States of /lmerica in congress assembled, 
That the seerctary of state be, and he is hereby directed 


be pressed to a successful result. 


There is there a resident agent, of whom adherence to 
ancient forms alone, prevents, we presume, the official re- 
—- It is time this formal objection should cease. 

“he particular outrage alluded to, was committed on @ 
capt. Mott, who, while attending to the affairs of his ship 
os the quay, was assaulted and beaten by a sentinel on 

uty. 
» (Copy. ) 

To the hon. the senate of the U. States of America: 
The undersigned, American citizens, and ship masters 
and supercargoes, at present residing in the Havana, Cu- 
ba, beg leave to present their situation to your hon. body 
as a subject of complaint, with the hope that your hon. 
a Se 1 not deem their petition unworthy of notice. 

e fact that the government of the United States have 
no authorized or, duly accredited agent, or consul, at this 
port, to whom your memorialists may appeal in cases ei- 
ther of injury or insult, leaves your memorialists in com- 
mon with others whose business, inclination, or interests 
may lead them to this place, necessarily exposed to age 
pesongae which your memorialists cannot believe the U. 

states will ever knowingly permit to be inflicted on her 

citizens, with impunity, m whatever country they may be 
located. Particularly will this exposure be found in go- 
vernments entirely military and despotic; and hence your 
hon. body will see the necessity and propriety of adopting 
means of protection, for a place so commercially impor- 
tant as the Havana, and one which at times eontains pro- 
bably.as many citizens of the United States, as any other 
foreign port whatever. 


As evidence that the complaints of your memorialists 
are not unfounded, they would beg leave to state, that, 
among other and not unfrequent instances, an American 
citizen, while m the pursuit of his lawful and necessary 
business, was most severely beaten by a common soldier, 
without warning or provocation; and, op appeal to the 
American consul for redress and protecticn, it was found 
that he was not recognized by the Spanish authorities in 
the capacity in which he was ostensibly acting. Although 
the outrage of this soldicr was disatowed by his superiors, 
on application of the person aggrieved, yet your memori- 
alists cannot belieye, that it is either the imtention or will 
of the United States, to subject a citizen to the necessity 
of adopting the uncertain and unusual method of a person- 
al petition to a foreign power for protection, in this or 
other similar cases. 


These considerations, as well as the fact that two foreign 
powers already possess the privileges desired by Ameri- 
cans, justify your memorialists in requesting that the U. 
States will either appoimt a consul at the Havana, who 
will be recognized as such, with full powers, or adopt 
other measures which their wisdom may dictate, for such 
security to her citizens, of life and property, as éhey have 
a right to expect apd the government the power to en- 


force. 
JOS. GOSOLVE, Chairman. 
Bens. Evans, Seerctary. 
5C_#”Gen. Vives, on the fact being represented to him, 
took the most prompt measures to discover and punish the 
persons concerned in the aggression complained of, and 


the meeting, which preferred it— 
To Jos. Gosolve and Benj. Evans, esquires. 
Havana, 14th Feb. 18927. 
Gentlemen:—I feel it my duty to demonstrate to the 
citizens of a friendly republie, who will always meet, in 


‘o employ two extra clerks in the business of recording | the authorities of this island, that protection dictated by 
pio’ > Pp b 


patents in the patcat office, who shali be compensated for} our just and wholesome Jaws, particularly recommended’ 





‘thei servives, out of ahy baltnce in the treasury, applica! to be put im strict execution by my august sovercign, 


sent the following note to the chairman and secretary of 
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whose sole wish is, to have administered strict and unbi- 
assed justice for the good of his subjects and the security 
of the persons and properties of citizens and subjects of 
friendly powers, with whom he maintains friendly rela- 
tions, tending to the common and reciprocal benefit of 
both parties. 

In communicating my ideas to you, I cannot.let pass so 
favorable an opportunity to express to you and to the ci- 
tizens of the U. States my gratitude for the friendly recep- 
tion and attention | received while I resided in the United 
States, and in so doing I perform a pleasing duty. 

Be pleased to accept my high consideration and re- 
apect. I have the honor to be, 

FRANCISCO DE VIVES. 


MINT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
The speaker laid before the house the following com- 
munication: 





Treasury department, February 24, 1827. 
Sir: T have the honor to transmit herewith three state- 
ments marked A BC, which have been prepared by the 
comptroller of the treasury, pursuant to the 7th section of 
the act of April 2, 1792, entitled an act establishing a 
maint, and regulating the coins of the United States. These 
statements contain all the information relative to the 
transactions of the mint, which the settlements made at 
the treasury affords. I have the honor, &c. 
RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. Joun W. Tartor, speaker of the 
house of representatives. . 
By statement A, it appears that of gold coin 
made at the mint from the 1st January to 
the 3ist December, 1826, there were 
18,069 half eagles. 
7,602 quarter ditto, amounting to 
And during the same period were made of 
silver coin 4,004,180 half dollars, amount- 
ing to 
By statement B, it appears that the amount 
of cents deposited by the treasurer of the 
mint to the credit of the treasurer of the 
United States in the year 1826, is 
By statement C, shows that the value of 
gold, silver and copper coins, made at the 
mint from the commencement of the in- 
stitution to 31st December, 1825, is 25,390,966 96 


$92,245 00 


2,002,090 00 


17,161 00 





coins made at the mint from its com- 


Total value of gold, silver and sme} 
mencementto 31st December, 1826. 


$27,502,462 96 | 





CULTURE OF SILK. 
House of representatives, Feb. 13, 1827. 
The hon. Rrcwarnp Rusa, 
Secretary of the treasury. 

Sir: Numerous applications are made to me to know 
whether a report on the mulberry and silk worm, with a 
vtew to the production of silk, ealled for by a resolution 
of the last session of congress, has been made, and if not, 
whether it may be expected at the present session: May 
1 ask the favor of a note in reply, with leave to communi- 
eate it for the satisfaction of those who take an interest 
in the subject? 

With the most perfect respect, I am your obedient ser- 
vant, CHARLES MINER. 

Treasury department, February 19, 1827. 

Sir: I received, on Saturday, your letter of the 13th 
instant, and beg to say, in reply to it, that the report on 
the resolution of last May, relative to the culture of silk, 
will not be made at the present session of congress. ‘The 
subject commanded my particular, and early attention, 
after the close of the last session, and measures were 
adopted for obtaining, not only from all parts of the uni- 
on, but also from diferent parts of Europe, such infor- 
anation, in the forma of publications or otherwise, as might 
constitute the proper materials of a report. from the 
shortness of a recess, the returns of this information had 
not even come in, execpt, in part, at the conmence- 
ment of the present session; and further information may 
still be expected. The task of having the whole mass di- 


gested, aud arranged im a proper manner, will be enter- | 





oer 


ed upon after the close of the present session, and a hope 
is entertained, that it will be in a state to be presented to 
congress at an early period of the next session, I deem- 
ed this course more likely to meet the true objects 
and spirit of the resolution, than if a report had been made 
hastily, which, from the scope that the subject was found 
to have, could only have been done at the expense of the 
requisite fullness, and I feel happy in believing, from 
the tenor of our conversations, that you will feel disposed 
to view, with approbation, the course adopted. — 
Iremain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 
The hon. Chas. Miner. 


of the house of representatives of the U. S. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 
IN THE HOUSE OE REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr Orr from the committec on expeaditures on pub- 
lic buildings, reported—~ 

That the accounts of the commissioner of the public 
buildings, herewith presented, marked B, exhibit a covr- 
rect statement of the sums of money appropriated by the 
acts of 20th and 22d May, 1826, for carrying on the work, 
and detraying the expenses, of erecting a penitentiary; 
erecting a gaol in Alexandria; repairing the gaol in Wash- 
ington; continuing the work at the capitol; improving the 
president’s square; fire engines and hose; together with 
an unexpended balance of the appropriation of 1825, 
amounting; in all, to $173,993 67. Said account also ex- 
hibits a statement of the sums of money expended in pur- 
suance of said appropriation, amounting ‘to 92,782 dollars 
28 cents; and shows that, on the 31st day of December last, 
an unexpended balance remained in the treasury of 
$81,211 39, and $46 39 at the branch bank of the United 
States, as appears from letters C and D—in all, 
$173,993 67. 

The statement of the paper marked A, shows the sums 
of money paid to architects; and jto superintendents of the 
different branches of work for their respective annual sala- 
ries; the amount of wages paid tothe different denomina- 
tious of artizans, and other laborers; their pay per day, 
and the number of days’ work performed by them, during 
the last year; the sums paid for materials, and the quantity 
and price of the several kines of materials, purchased. 

This paper also exhibits an account of the expenses and, 
by way of recapitulation, states that the sums expended in 
1826, for superintendence and for labor, materials, incident- 
al expenses in carrying onthe work, in its different branch- 
es, at the capitol, in pursuance of the aforesaid appro- 
priations, amounting, in all, to 69,411 dollars 16 cents. 

The estimate of last year, by the architect, contemplat- 
ed finishing the south section of the wood vaults: this has 
not been done, as no steps could be taken towards pre- 
paring materials until the appropriation was made, which 
was not done until the 22d of May, 1826; so that a consi- 
derable portion of the season had passed by before this 
work could be commenced. 

The prices paid for the materials, used in the public 
buildings, as appears from the commissioner’s fetter, 
marked E. in the last year, cost about the average priec 
of several preceding years. Stone-eutters and carpen- 
ter’s wages were necessarily raised, owing to the great de- 
mand for that branch of labor; the other branches remain- 
ed stationary. 

The committee believe that the artizans, and other per- 
sons so employed, are industrious and faithful in the exe- 
cution and discharge of the work assigned to them; and 
that the other objects, as aforesaid, were kept within the 
limits of their respective appropriations, and that the pro- 
gress of the several improvements, so authorized to be 
done, during the last year, is in a great, state of forward- 
ness, and as much done as could have been reasonably ex- 
pected. 

‘The committee further report, that they have given the 
accounts, herewith presented, a careful examination, and, 
from their own observation and information, otherwise re- 
ceived, induce them to believe, that the aforesaid expendi- 
tures were conformable to law, with a proper intention to 
economy and the public intcrest; and that the work ap- 
pears to be well executed, both inregard to style and its 
character for durability and usefulness: and has the satis- 
faction t9 express their approbation, in the manner, in 
vhich said aceounts are kept by the commissioner of the 
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ic buildings , and cannot refrain from expressing their 
Laer satisfaction as to the ability, and attention, and eco- 
nomy, in which he discharges the duties of his office. 


From an examination of the statements accompanying 
ing report, it appears, : 
That the See 4 nditures on the capitol during the year 
1826, amounted tO.....eeeeeceee eee eee ee HO9,411 16 
Divided as follows: 
Superintendence and labor....-- -$46,603 07 
Materials... ....6 cer ee gee ccceeee -20,089 34 
Incidental expenses. .. «+++ +--+ +++ -2,718 75 


———69,Al1 16 


That, on the Ist, oxgone hy 1826, there remained of ap- 
ropriations previously made. ...-. - $12,228 67 
That, for the year 1826, there was 
appropriated— 
Pore peakeatiory: wesseeee ae oe 0 47,000 
For a gaol in Alexandria. .......-10,000 
For the Washington gaol. a seeds 0 oe OGO 
For the capitol... -+--<++++++- 100,000 
For the president’s square... .... «5,865 | 
For fire engine and hose........-..-200 
Making altogether. .... 6.2.06 - 0+ +6 -————-"$173,993 67 
That there has been expended— 
On the capitol... ......+..++ + -$69,411 16 
On the capitol square. ...........5,583 67 
On the president’s house. .........-.248 54 
On the president’s square. .......3,931 91 
On the penitentiary... ........+++- $,320 20 
On the Alexandria gaol...........-500 00 
On the Washington gaol. .......-. 5,156 88 
On footways. .. 2. secre eee cece eo 01,480 78 
On fire engine and hose........-..-169 14 








$91,782 28 





Leaving for the year 1827... ...06 sce eeecee + S81, 211 39 








MISSOURI AND MEXICO. : 
‘The following leticrs are copied frum the **Miussouri 
Intelligencer,” of the 19th ult. and have already subjected 
Mr. Benton to very severe censures in some ot the news- 
apers. The transaction, however innocent it may be in 
itself, has an extraordinary character, bearing that of offi- 
cial communications between a senator of the U. States 
and a foreign agent, on matters of national concern. 
Senate chamber, Jan. 12, 1827. 
Sir:—I enclose you the translation of a letter received 
from the Mexican minister here, the contents of which 
are interesting to the citizens of Missouri. It was writ- 
ten in answer to one from me, in which I claimed indem- 
nity—and used such arguments as I was master of to ob- 
tain it—for some of our citizens who had been plundered 
by Indians on the Mexican territory. From the liberal 
spirit of the answer, it is probable that this subject will be 
arranged by negotiation between the two governments, 
and, in conformity with the minister’s request, it will be 
proper that all the claims stiould be forwarded; for which 
purpose, and giving notice to the glaimants, I send you 
the accompanying translation, of the Mexican minister’s 
letter. Yours, respectfully, 
T. H. BENTON. 
Washington, Jan. 8, 1827. 
Sir:—I have received your letter of the Sd inst. with 
the accompanying papers, the object of which is to obtain 
from my government indemnification for American citi- 
zens who have been robbed on the Mexican territory, 
while carrying on a lawful commerce. Although, m my 
opinion, no government is bound in justice to make such 
indemnification, even though the robbery should be com- 
mitted by its own citizens, the example which you cite 
me, of what the government of the United States have 
done for Mexican citizens, will be a reason that the go- 
vernment of Mexico, in a spirit of just reciprocity, should 
do the same with American citizens, who may find them- 
selves under the like circumstances. 
in order that my government may decide according to 
your request, it is desirable that you should have the 
soodness to inform me whether these ndemnities to Mexi- 
ran citizens, which you cite to me, were authorized by act 


the amount which my government might apply to this ob- 
ject, might be such that it would not come within the 
power ot the president to settle it, considering the large 
number of Americans who go into New Mexico and other 
interior states. 
I would likewise desire to know the number of indem- 
nities made by the American government to Mexican ci-+ 
tizens, and the amount paid to Don Simon de Escudero. 
Your candor, sir, will acknowledge that, in order to 
establish a true reciprocity, it is necessary that the num- 
ber of the merchants engaged in this traffic, or the capi- 
tals employed in it, should approximate; all which should 
form materials for a convention between the two govern- 
ments. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

‘PABLO OBREGON. 

Mr. Tuomas H. Benton, 


Senator in the congress of the U. S. of North 
America, Washington city. 

The preceding correspondence has caused a fresh pub- 
lication ot the following extract from a law of the United 
States, passed 30th June, 1799. 

‘**That if any person, being a citizen of the U. States, 
whether he be actually resident or abiding within the U. 
States, or in any foreign country, shall, without the per- 
mission or authority of the government of the United 
States, directly or indirectly, commence, orearry on, any 
verbal or written correspondence or intercourse with any 
foreign government, or any officer or agent thereof, with 
an intent to influence the measures or conduct of any fo- 
reign government, or of any officer or agent thereof, in re- 
lation to any disputes or controversies with the U. States, 
or defeat the measures of the government of the United 
States; or if any person, being a citizen of, or resident 
within the United States, and not duly authorized, shall 
counsel, advise, aid or assist in any such correspondence, 
with intent, as aforeraid, he or they shall be deemed guil- 


ty of a high misdemeanor, and on conviction before any 
court of the United States having jurisdicuon thereof, shall 


be punished »y « nne not exceeding five thousand dollars, 
and by imprisonment during a term not. less six months, 
nor exceeding three years: Provided always, That no- 
thing in this act contained shall be construed to abridge 
the right of individual citizens of the United States to ap- 
ply, by themselves, or their lawful agents, to any foreign 
government, or their agents thereof, for the redress of 
any Injuries in relation to persons or property which such 
individual may have sustained from such government, or 
any of its agents, citizens or subjects.” 

$7” We well recollect the occurrence to which the pre- 
ceding more especially related, and which, perhaps, eaus- 
ed the passage of the act, and had some personal know- 
ledge of, or acquaintance with, the gentleman referred to 
—Dr. George Logan, of Stenton, near Philadelphia, 
who went to France in the summer of 1798, as a ‘‘private 
citizen of the United States”—not ‘‘at the direction, or 
the request, or on the advice of any person whatever”— 
but ‘‘for his own pleasure,” with his ‘town views,” and 
at his ‘‘own expense,” with a hope of removing some of 
the difficulties then existing between France and the Uni 
ted States, as he says in his address to the ‘citizens of the 
United States,” dated Jan. 2,1799. He further says, “I 
did not go, or act, as the agent, official or unofficial, of 
any man or sct of men, whatever’”—*“I never convers- 
ed with any person in France in their official capacity, 
or as being in any public capacity myself.” His period 
of service in the senate of the United States, we believe, 
had terminated on the 3rd of March 1798, and he was 
a private citizen. The writer of this was then young and 
ardent—he did not think that Doctor Logan meant or 
committed wrong; his object was to preserve peace be- 
tween the two countries, if possible, whichis. not yet be- 
lieved to have been sinfui or treasonable, though many 
thought at the time | unquestioned “‘demoerats” of that 
day) that he himself had attached rather too much impor- 
tance to his own private journey to France, and for rea- 
sons which might be mentioned. We are quite as willing 
to believe that senator Benton did not contemplate a wrong 
in his correspondence with Mr. Obreon, while we suppose 
that his object would have been better obtained through a 
resolution proposed to the senate, requiring information 
of the secretary of state on the subject that interested him 





of congress, This cireumstance is yery material, because 


and Missouri, or directing the opening of a revular awd 
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really official correspondence respecting it, and, while we 
adm this, (which we do wilkiall trenksees and sincerity ), 


we must be allowed to express a desire that, as the pro- 
ceeding of the senator from Missouri is the first of the 
kind, it may also be.the last. The practice of it would be | 
full of danger and difficulty. 

Britisu Navy. Distribution of force on foreign ser- 
vice— 

The following statement of the naval force employed 
on foreign stations, may not be unacceptable at the pre- 
sent moment:— 

Mediterranean—Revenge, 74, (sir Harry Neale), Cam- 
brian, Glasgow, Seringapatam, Dryad, Ariadne and Tal- 
bot, frigates; Alacrity, Brisk, Camelion, Chanticleer, 
Gannet, i sed Medina, Parthian, Pelorus, Philomel, 
Pelican, Raleigh, Rose, Zabra, and Weazle, sloops and 
brigs; Mastiff, surveying-vessel. 

isbon—Spartiale, 74, (vice-admiral lord Amélius 
Beauclerk); Ocean, 74; Wellesley, 74; Windsor Casile, 
74; Melville, 74; Albign, 74; Genoa, 74; Gloucester, 74; 
Romney and Pryamus frigates. 

At rto—Galatea, 42; Dispatch, 18;. Plumber, 10; 
Reynard, 10. 

East Indies—Java, (rear admiral Gage), Boadicia, 
Athol, Success, Tamar and Rainbow frigates, Champion, 
Cyrene, Hind, Larne, Martin, Fly, Pandora and Slaney 
sloops. 

Cape of Good Hope—Owen Glendower, (commodore 
Christian), Samarang, Sparrow-hawk, Helicon. 

West Indies—Isis, ‘oat sy sir Lawrence Halsted), 
Aurora, Druid, Rattlesnake, Tweed, and Valorous tri- 
rates; Beaver, Britomart, Bustard, Espeigle, Ferret, Har- 
eoute, Primrose, Pylades and Seylia, brigs and sloops; 
Kangaroo, surveying-vessel. 

South America—Ganges, 60, (rear-admiral sir Robert, 
W Otway); Cambridge, 80; Warspite, 74; Blanche, Doris 
Forte, Mersey, Ranges ond Volage frigates; Eclair, Jas- 
seur and Heron sloops; Blossom, Adveitare and Beagle, 
survey ing-vessels. 

North America—Jupiter, 50, (rear-admiral Willough- 
by. Lake); Niemen, Orestes, Dotterell and Grasshopper 
sloops; Contest, gun-brig. 

Coast see een 42, (commodore Charles 
Bullen); North Star, 23; Redwing and Esk, sloops; and 
Conflict, gun-brig. 

The number of officers of the British navy promoted 
from the Ist January, 1826, to the 30th December, was as 
follows:—17 captains, 39 commanders, 152 lieutenants, 14 
masters, 6 surgeons, 32 assistant-surgeons, 4 pursers; 13 
field officers of marines, 44 captains, and 6 second lieuten- 
ants of that corps. 

Tk SUPREME CoURT oF THE Unttep States conclud- 
edan arduous and important session of ten weeks, on 
friday the 16th inst. Nearly eighty cases, some of them 
ot deep and delicate interest, and of high consequence, 
have been decided—on some of which the court was not 
unanimous, which also caused much extra labour to the 
judges, and loss of time to the business in general. The 
most gratifying testimony is borne of their sedulous at- 
tention to the great matters submitted to them. 





CotonizatTion. The following resolution has been 
adopted by both houses of the general assembly of the state 
of Kentucky: 

* Resolved, S2c. That they view with deep and friend- 
ly interest the exertions of the American colonization so- 
ciety, in establishing an asylum on the*coast of Africa, for 
the free people of color ot the United States; and that the 
--genators and representatives in congress from this state 

be, and they are wee oy requested to use their best efforts 
to facilitate the removal of such free persons of color as 
may desire to emigrate from the United States to the co- 
lony, and to ensure to them the protection and patronage 
ofthe general government, so far as may be compatible 
with the safety of the United States.” 

Scnooxrs in Massacnusetrs. The committee of the 
jegislature on education, has reported an abstract of the 
veturns of the state of the schools, made in pursuance of 
the act of Magch last. Ofthe 502 towns in the common- 
wealth, returns lave been made from 214, and from the 


— eee ee 


other 88 no returns have been received. The sums raise 
ed annually, for the support of public schools in these 214 
towns amount to $226,220. t his sum is expended in 
1726 school districts. 

The number of scholars attending public schools in 
these towns is as follows: 








Under 7 years of age 17,334 16,736 
From 7 to l4,years 29,160 25,133 
Over 14 years 15,973 12,900 
Males 62,367 . 54,769 
Females 54,769 
Total 117,126 


The number of private schools and academies in the 

same towns is 952, in which the estimated number of pu- 

ils is 35,083, and the estimated annual amount of tuition 
ees $192,455. 

The number returned of children from 7 to 16 years 
of age, who do not goto school, is 2914—of children pre- 
vented from attending by want of books, 317—and of per- 
sons over 14 years of age, unable to read, 530. 

LaFayette. A letter from general Lafayette, under 

date of Dec. 29, to his friend in New York says:— 
It is probable you have noticed in the papers a letter 
from a Philadelphia gentleman very kindly mtended in- 
deed; where, among some triflmg inaccuracies, there is 
an allusion in which he is totally mistaken. He has been 
made to believe I was antioyed with peculiar applications 
from American travellers; is no such thing. Happy I 
would be to oblige any of them, but [ have not been call- 
ed upon in that way. Several visits it has proved our good 
fortune to receive, although, to our great regret, we 
have been sometimes very improperly complimented 
out of that gratification, the greatest we can enjoy in our 
rural abode. 

Every American friendly call we consider as the most 
pleasing obligation conferred upon us, and it is weleomed 
on MY part, ao =” 2S? seg teu Fon. by the free 
age of any sort of ceremory in my usual habits of 
ife. ——: 

JuGeERNAvT. At the festival of Juggernaut, in 1825, the 
number of pilgrims was to be 250,000. Twenty thousand 
of these are supposed to have perished, either at the festi- 
val, or on their return. Mr. Sutton of Cuttack writes, 
that last year, [1825], on an extent of pround less than 
two acres, he saw 90 dead bodies, and in another place 
145, all putrifying. 

The attendance in July last was small compared with 
the former year. 

The mage of the idol is 60 feet high, stretching up in a 
conical form, and 30 feet wide at the base. The image 
has a large black face, with enormous eyes, and a large 
red mouth, extending from ear to ear. The image is de- 
corated with gay woollen clothes of different colors, and 
is moved on a ponderous car with heavy wheels, the 
spokes of which extend beyond the felloes for the purpose 
of more effectually crushing and mutilating the bodies of 
the victims. : Chris. Reg. 

[What isthe amount of the ‘‘victims” which are every 
year offered in Christian countries, to pay tythes and tax- 
es and rates for the support of estadlished priesthoods, of 
different sects?’ What the sum of the want of comfort in 
adversity, or rclief in sickness, because of the drains for the 
support of a dignified clergy? Every country which has 
an established religion has its} ‘‘Juggernaut”—who wil! 
have “victims.” 

Honpvuras, one of the members of the United States of 
Mexico, carries on a large commerce. During the om 
1824, the imports from Great Britain were valued at 
£592,664. Great Britain, however, has had the chief part 
of the trade of this province. During the three quarters 
of the year ending 30th, Sept. last, the total exports were 
£343,085 sterling, and imports £483,882. Seventy-five 
vessels entered during the period, viz. 53 british of 11,779 
tons, and 22 American of 2,762 do. 

The chief articles of export are mahogany, dye woods, 
indigo, some cochineal, sarsaparilla, cedar and tortoise 
shell. . 
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